
 
 

 KNIGHTSEN TOWN COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT (KTCSD) 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

 

Thursday, May 7, 2020, 7:00 p.m. 

  

In accordance with the Governor’s Executive Order N-33-20, the Knightsen Town Community Services District 

held the meeting via teleconference.  To accommodate the public, KTCSD arranged for members of the 

public to observe and address the meeting telephonically.  

 

The meeting was called to order at approximately 7:05pm.  

 

Members Present: Chair Bello-Kunkel, Vice Chair Somerhalder, Treasurer Matteri, Director Caldwell and 

Director deFremery. 

 

Members Absent: None 

 

Audience Members: 18 members of the public joined the meeting via teleconference. 

   

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Chair Bello-Kunkel called the roll and Director 

deFremery led the pledge of allegiance. 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

It was moved by Director Somerhalder and seconded by Director Caldwell to approve the agenda for 

the May 7, 2020 meeting. 

Roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, deFremery, 

Matteri and Somerhalder, Chair Bello-Kunkel; Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT (3 MINUTES PER SPEAKER) – None. 

4. AGENCY REPORTS – REPRESENTATIVE OF THE KNIGHTSEN TOWN ADVISORY COUNCIL (KTAC) 

KTAC Council Member Karen Reyna presented a report on the most recent KTAC meeting which was held via 

teleconference on April 21, 2020.  KTAC received public comment from Gilbert S. clarifying what he meant 

about Knightsen being an “eyesore,” specifically that there are vacant lots covered with weeds.  He 

commented that the Knightsen billboard may be on railroad property.   

East Contra Costa County Fire Protection District gave a report about COVID-19 effects on staff and the 

decontamination of equipment.  Enforcement of weed abatement County-wide will begin on June 1st.  Steve 

Smith reported on continued efforts for agency funding. 

Sheriff’s Department reported on rising crime and maintaining high visibility as a deterrent. 

A question was raised about a pot farm on Orwood Road.  Narcotics will be notified and there will be a report 

on that at the next KTAC meeting. 

California Highway Patrol gave a report on incidents. 

Lea Castleberry reported on the 2020 Census and field operations halted until June 1st.  Deadline is now 

October 30th.  Contra Costa County has had a 59.9% response rate.  She will provide an update on 

Knightsen’s data at the next KTAC meeting on May 19th. 
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Lea Castleberry also reported on COVID-19.  As of April 21st 9,908 tested, 749 positive, 34 hospitalizations 

and 22 deaths.  Board of Supervisors approved a moratorium on rent increases, evictions and waiving of late 

fees retroactive to March 16, 2020.  

Saturday, October 17, 2020 will be the Knightsen clean-up day.  The next KTAC meeting is on May 19th.  

5. CONSENT CALENDAR  

A. Approve minutes of March 5, 2020 regular meeting. 

 

Director Somerhalder pointed out an error on item 9A in the minutes.  In regard to using tax revenue for other 

purposes it says that would “not” be a misuse of public funds.  He said the word “not” was included in error. 

 

It was moved by Director Matteri and seconded by Director Caldwell to approve the minutes of the 

March 5, 2020 regular meeting with the change noted by Director Somerhalder. 

Roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, deFremery, 

Matteri and Somerhalder, Chair Bello-Kunkel; Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

6. CORRESPONDENCE 

Chair Bello-Kunkel reported on correspondence sent and received. 

A. 3/2/20: E-mail to and response from Stephanie Schiechl, California State Parks.  Inquiry about Prop 68 

grant applications for the proposed Knightsen Wetlands Project. 

B. 3/31/20, 4/14/20: E-mails to/from Pauline Sanguinetti, Croce, Sanguinetti and Vander Veen, re: bills to file 

the audit, Special Districts Financial Transaction Report and the Local Government Compensation Report. 

C. 4/1/20, 4/2/20: E-mails to/from Rosa Mena, County Elections, re: question about the number of registered 

voters in the District. 

D. 4/24/20: E-mails to/from Mark Lindley, ESA, regarding status of final billing from ESA. 

E. Various dates in March/April: E-mails to/from Joe Francisco, Francisco and Associates re: administration 

of the special tax for FY 2020/2021, clarification re: parcel classifications and follow-up questions. 

F. Various dates in March/April: E-mails between Lou Ann Texeira and Chair Bello-Kunkel re: process to 

dissolve KTCSD.  

 

Discussion: Karen R. asked how many voters are in the District.  Chair Bello-Kunkel responded 962. 

 

7. TREASURER’S REPORT 

Treasurer Matteri presented the Treasurer’s report. 

A. Bills Paid: $5,469 Croce, Sanguinetti & Vander Veen for annual audit of financial statements and financial 

transaction reports state filing and state filing of annual compensation report; Churchwell and White, 

$5,385.60 for legal services during February & March; ESA final payment, $4,455; Digital Deployment for 

district website hosting April-June, $75. 

B. Tax Revenue deposited on 4/23/20: $10,626.34 

C. Current account balances: Checking: $13,311.65; 32-day CD: $50,070.72; 90-day CD: $211,323.34.  

8. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT – None. 
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9. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Adopt Resolution 2020-2: A resolution of application by the Board of Directors of the Knightsen Town 

Community Services District requesting the Contra Costa County Local Agency Formation Commission 

(LAFCO) to take proceedings to dissolve the Knightsen Town Community Services District (AGENDA 

PACKET). 

Chair Bello-Kunkel reported that at the March meeting the board and members of the public spoke about the 

future of the district.  The Board voted 5-0 to start the process to dissolve the district.  The Resolution is a 

formality to start the dissolution process. 

Director Somerhalder read aloud Resolution 2020-2.  Chair Bello-Kunkel read aloud the Terms and 

Conditions.  Chair Bello-Kunkel pointed out that the terms and conditions address important components that 

the public raised at the last meeting having to do with taxes and tax revenue. 

Discussion:  Chet H. said he is in favor of what is being proposed.  We are limited with regard to how we can 

use the funds so this is the best alternative. 

Al B. thanked the board members for the job they have done and the hours they have put in to it.  The district 

was started to protect the community of Knightsen and the district can’t do that.  Brentwood already took a 

piece of land in Knightsen near the museum.  640 acres of farmland were lost to Regional Parks and that’s 

going to impact other farmland in Knightsen.  We can’t afford the projects that were proposed.  The County 

tried to push their responsibilities on the community and they are going to do road improvements where the 

drainage projects were proposed.  He said he supports the board.  The district cannot protect our 

boundaries. 

Yvonne S. asked how much tax revenue might be returned to taxpayers.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said we have 

about $275,000 right now, but we have recurring expenses and a lot depends upon how long the process 

takes and how the process will work.  Each developed parcel has paid almost $1,000 total over the 15 years 

and we have $275,000 left on account.  We have 599 parcels.  Yvonne S. asked about the timeline.  Chair 

Bello-Kunkel said LAFCO has a process.  Once they have all the application materials it will go to the LAFCO 

commissioners and there will be a public hearing and a determination about other proceedings.  Lou Ann 

Texeira said the process could take between 6 and 12 months. 

Karen R. asked how the rebate would be calculated.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said those specifics have not been 

worked out, but when they are, the details will be provided. 

Jaime D. asked what protections do the board members have if the District is dissolved and five years later we 

have a flood event and someone says we should have had a conveyance system even though the District 

can’t afford such a system and we don’t have a flood problem.  What protections do you have regarding 

“finger pointing” five years from now if we do have a flood event? 

Director Caldwell said the amount of money spent on the projects would far outweigh the cost of any damage 

that could result from a flood.  Jaime D. said he agrees with that but he wants the board to have protections if 

someone five years from now says it could have been mitigated if we had done projects.  He said he agrees 

we can’t afford to do any of the projects. 

Barbara D. said there should be some language in California law to protect board members and this should be 

run by the district’s attorney.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said she will take this issue to the attorney. 

Director Somerhalder said if the district dissolves there will be no directors and there will be no KTCSD. 

Director Matteri said she agrees with Director Somerhalder. 
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Director Caldwell asked what the authority of the proposed advisory committee would be.  Chair Bello-Kunkel 

said details like that would need to be worked out with LAFCO. 

It was moved by Director Caldwell and seconded by Director Somerhalder to approve Resolution 

2020-2. 

Roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, deFremery, 

Matteri and Somerhalder, Chair Bello-Kunkel; Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

B. Authorize payment of any necessary fees that may be imposed by LAFCO to process the dissolution of 

KTCSD and authorize the Chair to hire consultant(s) and to utilize District’s legal counsel, as needed, to 

assist in the processing of the application to dissolve KTCSD including the preparation of any documents 

that may be required by LAFCO.  

Chair Bello-Kunkel said there are fees associated with the application.  There is a charge of $5,690 to file the 

application and actual costs for the hearing notice fee, legal fees if required, consultant fees and recording 

fees.  As discussed we will need to involve our own legal counsel. 

It was moved by Director deFremery and seconded by Director Matteri to authorize payment of fees 

and other expenses related to the processing of the application and related documents. 

Roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, deFremery, 

Matteri and Somerhalder, Chair Bello-Kunkel; Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

10. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Approve ongoing Zoom teleconference subscription. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel reported that there is a $14.95/month fee and an upfront charge of $100 that provides a 

toll-free phone number for participants to use.  The $100 is applied to the $0.0477 per minute cost per 

attendee using the toll-free call-in number.  If the toll-free costs exceed $100 we pay the excess. 

Discussion: Chet H. said he supports doing the teleconference to keep people healthy. 

Director Somerhalder asked if there is a time limit on the length of the teleconference.  Chair Bello-Kunkel 

said that since we purchased a subscription, there is no time limit. 

It was moved by Director Somerhalder and seconded by Director Caldwell to approve the ongoing 

Zoom teleconference subscription.  

Roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, deFremery, 

Matteri and Somerhalder, Chair Bello-Kunkel; Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

B. Discuss 2020/2021 Special Parcel Tax Assessment; Adopt Resolution 2020-3 setting 2020/2021 Special 

Parcel Tax Assessment. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel briefly discussed the two resolution options.  She said that KTCSD’s authority to tax is 

based on Measure Z which gave the district the authority to tax for the purposes of constructing, maintaining 

and operating flood control and water quality facilities and related administrative costs.  The ability to tax is for 

those purposes only. If the district is dissolving and not intending to construct projects, there is arguably no 

authority to tax. 

Discussion: Chet H. agreed there should be no assessment. 

Director Somerhalder agreed we should go to $0 if we can.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said she checked with 

Francisco Associates and it can be set at $0.  In fact, not having the tax saves us administrative costs as well.  

If we later reinstitute the tax, there is no additional set up fee. 
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Director Caldwell agreed the tax should be set at $0.  We have available funds to process the dissolution.  If 

for some reason we changed our minds and decided to do projects there would need to be a vote to increase 

the tax authorization. 

Director deFremery said she agreed the tax should be $0. 

It was moved by Director Somerhalder and seconded by Director Matteri to approve Resolution 2020-3 

setting the 2020/2021 Special Parcel Tax Assessment (option #1) to impose $0 parcel tax. 

Roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, deFremery, 

Matteri and Somerhalder, Chair Bello-Kunkel; Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

C. Discuss and adopt preliminary budget for Fiscal Year 2020/2021 (AGENDA PACKET). 

Chair Bello-Kunkel said that each year the board is required to adopt a preliminary budget for the next fiscal 

year.  The final budget must be adopted by September 1st.  A public hearing notice must be posted in the 

newspaper at least two weeks before the public hearing on the final budget.  The final budget will need to be 

approved by the board sometime between June and August to make the September 1st deadline. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel then reviewed the proposed preliminary budget. 

Discussion: Director Caldwell asked if the Zoom fees would come out of the Garden Club rent account since 

we are not using the Garden Club when we can’t meet there.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said that even though we 

aren’t meeting there, we still need to pay our rent.  She equated it to going on vacation.  You still pay your 

landlord rent when you are on vacation.  Director Caldwell pointed out that Zoom should be in the budget.  

Chair Bello-Kunkel agreed that is a good point.  Even though we don’t know how long we’ll need Zoom, she 

said she would add it to the preliminary budget. 

It was moved by Director Matteri and seconded by Director Somerhalder to adopt the preliminary 

budget with the addition of ongoing fees associated with conducting meetings by Zoom. 

Roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, deFremery, 

Matteri and Somerhalder, Chair Bello-Kunkel; Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

D. Discuss and consider for approval the transfer of funds from 32 day and 90 day CD accounts to checking 

at the next CD renewal dates.  

Discussion: Director Caldwell asked if we have $50,000 available, is there any problem with leaving money in 

the 90 day CD account once we dissolve.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said the penalties are big, bigger than in a 

non-public account.  Director Caldwell commented that dissolution won’t happen within three months.  

Director Matteri questioned the purpose of having money in CD’s at this point.  Chair Bello-Kunkel suggested 

that given the CD’s minimal return everything be moved to checking. Director Matteri agreed we should have 

everything in one checking account at this point.  Directors Somerhalder and deFremery agreed.  

It was moved by Director Somerhalder and seconded by Director Caldwell to move money from the 32 

day and 90 day CD accounts to checking at the next CD renewal dates. 

Roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, deFremery, 

Matteri and Somerhalder, Chair Bello-Kunkel; Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

11. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

A. Revision and update of District By-Laws.   

Chair Bello-Kunkel said that since we are dissolving this is not a priority, but she will leave it on the list.  She 

asked whether responding to East Contra Costa County Habitat Conservancy’s response should be added. 

Discussion: Directors Caldwell, Somerhalder and deFremery all asked that it be added to the next agenda. 
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12. ADJOURNMENT 

A. The next regular meeting is scheduled for: TBD   

Chair Bello-Kunkel commented that unless a pressing issue arises, there may be no need to meet in June.  

Hopefully by July or August we can meet in-person again.  Unless something comes up, we will skip June.   

It was moved by Director Somerhalder and seconded by Director Matteri to adjourn the May 7, 2020 

meeting. 

Roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, deFremery, 

Matteri and Somerhalder, Chair Bello-Kunkel; Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

 


