
 

 

 

 KNIGHTSEN TOWN COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT (KTCSD) 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

 

Thursday, January 2, 2020  

     

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm at the Knightsen Garden Club, 3067 Knightsen Ave., Knightsen, 

CA. 

Members Present: Chair Bello-Kunkel, Vice Chair Somerhalder, Treasurer Matteri, Director Caldwell and 

Director deFremery. 

Members Absent: None. 

Audience Members: 20 

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Audience member Lois C. led the pledge of 

allegiance and Chair Bello-Kunkel called the roll. 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

It was moved by Director Somerhalder and seconded by Director Caldwell to approve the agenda for 

the January 2, 2020 meeting. 

Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, deFremery, Matteri and Somerhalder, 

Chair Bello-Kunkel; Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT (3 MINUTES PER SPEAKER) – None. 

4. AGENCY REPORTS – REPRESENTATIVE OF THE KNIGHTSEN TOWN ADVISORY COUNCIL (KTAC) – 

KTAC Council Member Karen Reyna presented a report on the most recent KTAC meeting which was held on 

December 17, 2019.  KTAC received public comment that nothing is accomplished at KTAC meetings.  Ms. 

Reyna said KTAC doesn’t have administrative or fiscal authority, they serve as a representative for the 

community and take comments and concerns and voice them to the County Supervisor.  The person raising 

the comment was also advised to address the comment to the Supervisor directly.   

Anne Marie R. presented KTAC with a copy of the petition that was circulated opposing the proposed 

Wetlands project.  Anne Marie R. also voiced opposition to cannabis permitting.  She questioned why an 

applicant on Sellers Ave. is allowed to proceed when the property is within 1,000 foot proximity to neighbors. 

Another person expressed opposition to cannabis in Knightsen and asked for common sense to prevail. 

East Contra Costa Fire District presented a report on calls the Fire District responded to.  Average response 

time on calls was 11 minutes, 23 seconds.  The importance of early weed abatement was stressed.  

Community members were asked to return their survey response cards which can be done online through their 

website.  The Fire District wants feedback. 

Steve Smith from the Fire District talked about avenues they are pursuing with regard to funding including 

grants and development impact fees.  At least three more stations are desired.  A strategic plan is available 

to the public at eccfpd.org.  

The Sheriff’s Department presented a report on service calls and responded to public questions about code 

violations such as illegal dumping and loud parties.  The Sheriff’s Dept. representative suggested that formal 

complaints be filed as well as issuing citizens’ arrests. 
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Officer Thomas from the California Highway Patrol reported on traffic stops and fielded questions.  He was 

asked who the tickets are being issued to and reported that 70% of citations are issued to Knightsen residents. 

If speed limit changes are desired, he suggested contacting County Public Works. 

No report was received from KTCSD at the KTAC meeting. 

Lea Castleberry from Supervisor Burgis’ office reported that no invitations for requests for applications for 

cannabis in Knightsen were accepted and this was based on the previous KTAC vote to allow no permits.  

Residents on Chestnut Road who don’t want cannabis are “being heard” by Supervisor Burgis.  Permit 

notifications to neighbors are being increased from 300 feet to 600 feet.   

Future agenda items include the Knightsen beautification project.  Councilmember Steudle is seeking 

community input and assistance.  There will be a code enforcement update.  2020 work plan.  Vice chair 

rotation.  Community events and address signage.  The next meeting is Tuesday, January 21st, 7:30pm at the 

Farm Bureau. 

5. CONSENT CALENDAR  

A. Approve minutes of October 29, 2019 special meeting; 

B. Approve minutes of November 7, 2019 regular meeting. 

 

It was moved by Director Somerhalder and seconded by Director deFremery to approve the minutes 

for both the October 29, 2019 special meeting and the November 7, 2019 regular meeting. 

Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, deFremery, Matteri and Somerhalder, 

Chair Bello-Kunkel; Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

 

6. CORRESPONDENCE 

Chair Bello-Kunkel reported on correspondence sent and received. 

A. 10/29: Received petition signed by Knightsen community members regarding rescinding support and 

expressing opposition to the proposed Knightsen Wetlands Restoration Project. 

 

B. 10/30: Letter (also sent via email) to Mark Lindley, ESA regarding removing references and citations to 

KTCSD’s DRAFT Stormwater Resources Plan report from Knightsen Wetlands Project reports. (Letter 

included in agenda packet for 11/7/19 KTCSD meeting). 

 

C. 1/5: Email from Tim Jensen, County Public Works, acknowledging receipt of copy of 10/30 letter. 

 

D. 11/8: Letter to Kristine Kelchner, EBRPD, including payment for fuel to operate pumps. (AGENDA 

PACKET, 1/2/20). 

  

E. 11/8: Letter (also sent via email) to Mark Lindley, ESA regarding KTCSD’s response to ESA’s DRAFT 

Stormwater Resources Plan report received on 7/4/2019. 

 

F. 11/8: Letters (also sent via email) to the following people regarding KTCSD’s opposition to the proposed 

Knightsen Wetlands Project: Campbell Ingram, Executive Officer, Delta Conservancy; Karen Mitchoff, 

Chair, Delta Conservancy Board of Directors; Diane Burgis, Chair, East Contra Costa County Habitat 

Conservancy (ECCCHC); Hildegard Spautz, Grant Manager, California Department of Fish and Wildlife; 

Robert Doyle, General Manager, East Bay Regional Parks District (EBRPD); Colin Coffey, Board Member, 

Ward 7, EBRPD; and Tim Jensen, Assistant Public Works Director, Contra Costa County Flood Control 

District.  (ALL LETTERS IN AGENDA PACKET, 1/2/20). 
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G. 11/11: Email from Colin Coffey, Board Member, Ward 7, EBRPD, acknowledging receipt of 11/8 letter. 

 

H. 11/12: Email from Hildegard Spautz, Grant Manager, Cal Dept. Fish & Wildlife, acknowledging receipt of 

11/8 letter. 

 

I. 11/13: Email from Campbell Ingram, Executive Officer, Delta Conservancy, regarding KTCSD’s 11/8 letter. 

  

J. 11/25: Letter & Email from Mark Lindley, ESA. (REFER TO AGENDA ITEM 8B). 

 

K. 12/16: Email from Susannah Meyer, Senator Glazier’s office, inviting KTCSD board members to open 

house on 12/18. 

 

L. 12/19: Email from Abigail Fateman, ECCCHC. (REFER TO AGENDA ITEM 8C).   

 

Chair Bello-Kunkel reported that Ms. Fateman stated we would be receiving a response in January.  Ms. 

Fateman stated they are amending their contracts with Environmental Science Associates (ESA) to 

address our questions. 

Discussion: Bonnie P. asked who Delta Conservancy gave grant money to.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said the 

grant funding was given to ECCCHC.  Director Caldwell pointed out this was done several months ago, 

May of 2019.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said the proposed wetlands project is in the planning phase and they 

were allocated $1.2 million for planning and design.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said the next round of grant 

funding is for the implementation stage. 

 

Director Somerhalder asked that the proposed wetlands project be included on the next KTCSD agenda 

whether we receive answers to our questions/comments or not.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said Ms. Fateman 

referenced coming to a KTCSD meeting to address questions/comments, but Chair Bello-Kunkel said if 

any answers are forthcoming we need sufficient time to review them before ECCCHC comes to a meeting 

and any materials ECCCHC intends to present at such a meeting need to be provided before the meeting. 

 

Karen R. asked if there has been any response from EBRPD, Supervisor Burgis or Tim Jensen, County 

Flood Control.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said there has been no response from Supervisor Burgis or Mr. 

Jensen. 

 

7. TREASURER’S REPORT 

Treasurer Matteri presented the Treasurer’s report: 

A. Bills Paid: Insurica (annual insurance policy) $2,075. 

B. Deposit: 12/20 tax revenue: $14,611.22. 

C. Current account balances: Checking; $27,946.58; 32-day CD: $50,064.02; 90-day CD: $205,302.52. 

 

8. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 

Chair Bello-Kunkel reported that the 77 pages of documents that were copied from the Court files with regard 

to the 1998 lawsuits have been made available on the KTCSD website.  Chair Bello-Kunkel encouraged 

people to read the documents. 

A. Update on audit report for fiscal year 2018-2019. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel has been following up with the auditor on the working draft.  The final audit report will 

be submitted by the deadline, January 31, 2020.  The annual audit is an administrative requirement for 

special districts like KTCSD and it costs the district $5,000 each year to complete the audit. 
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The Financial Transactions Report (FTR) must also be filed by the auditor and Chair Bello-Kunkel reported 

she will also be completing 1099’s by the end of January for the two attorneys KTCSD employed in 2019 

as well as a 1099 for former manager, Mark Whitlock. 

B. Update on response received from Mark Lindley, ESA about KTCSD’s 10/30/19 letter requesting that ESA 

remove references/citations to KTCSD’s DRAFT report in final documents for ECCCHC and EBRPD. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel reported that although Mr. Lindley stated in his letter that the references/citations to 

KTCSD’s DRAFT report would be removed, to date the reports with those references/citations remain in 

the reports on ECCCHC’s website.  Chair Bello-Kunkel will follow-up with Mr. Lindley and Ms. Fateman 

regarding this matter. 

C. Update on response received from Abigail Fateman, ECCCHC about KTCSD’s 9/11/19 letter regarding 

questions and concerns about the proposed wetlands project.  This item was discussed under 

Correspondence (above). 

D. Distribution of hard copies of minutes at meetings. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel reported 20-25 copies of the draft minutes are being prepared for each meeting and 

the minutes are also available on the website.  Many copies of the minutes end up in the recycle bin after 

the meetings.  In order to save paper, Chair Bello-Kunkel asked whether the audience still wants paper 

copies of the minutes made available at the meetings. 

By show of hands it was determined that copies will continue to be provided at the meetings. 

9. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Discuss and approve allocation of funds between checking, 32 day, 90 day CD accounts. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel said that previously the board had determined that the checking account be maintained 

at a level to support about half the district’s annual expenses.  With receipt of over $14,000 in tax revenue 

which is approximately half the District’s annual revenue, we now have over $27,000 in the checking 

account.  She suggested that perhaps some of that money should be moved to a CD account. 

Discussion: Director Caldwell said that amount is more than the district is authorized to spend.  Director 

Matteri said the point of having the CD’s is to make money off the money.  Director Matteri questioned 

what happens to the funds if the district ceases to exist?  Does it go to the County? 

Chair Bello-Kunkel said that is a question that will need to be addressed when we get to discussion of 

where we go with the district.  For now this is a tactical question about whether we should leave the 

money in checking or move some of the money to a CD.   

Chair Bello-Kunkel suggested $18,000 be left in the checking account.  There was discussion about 

whether to move money to the 32 or 90 day CD’s or a combination of the two.  Director Caldwell 

suggested that since there is already $50,000 in the 32 day CD, the money should be moved to the 90 day 

CD.  Chair Bello-Kunkel suggested moving money from checking to the 90 day CD ensuring that $18,000 

remains in checking. 

It was moved by Chair Bello-Kunkel and seconded by Director deFremery to leave $18,000 in 

checking and move the remaining amount to the 90 day CD. 

Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, deFremery, Matteri and 

Somerhalder, Chair Bello-Kunkel; Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

10. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Discussion regarding projects proposed by Environmental Science Associates (ESA).  Consideration of 

Board action(s) with regard to proposed projects.  
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Chair Bello-Kunkel reported that it has been 55 days since the letter was sent to Mark Lindley, ESA, on 

November 8, 2019.  The letter was 19 pages with attachments.  It was sent via both email and US Mail to 

Mr. Lindley and to Tim Jensen, County Flood Control.  No acknowledgement of receipt and no response 

has been received from either individual.  However, an auto-reply email did come back from Mr. Lindley 

stating he was out of office. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel said we have several options: We can wait for a response; we can follow-up with an 

email asking whether a response will be forthcoming; we can move ahead based upon what we know and 

make a decision to nullify or reject the report. 

Discussion: Director Caldwell said the report already shows that none of the projects are feasible and the 

district can’t afford to do any of them.  Director Somerhalder said the district can’t even afford the 

maintenance on these projects.  Director Caldwell said he would still like to afford the consultant a little 

more time to respond considering the holidays.  Director deFremery agreed but said a deadline (30 

days?) needs to be set.  Director Caldwell said that is reasonable.  Director Somerhalder said he doesn’t 

believe they should be given much more time.  Chair Bello-Kunkel agreed a hard deadline should be set 

and suggested January 31st which is a Friday and the last day of the month. 

Sandy M. said the report should be rejected or nullified now.  The report is being shared with other 

agencies and is on their website.  Once they agreed to take it off the website, it should have come down 

within 24 hours.  The district paid $50,000 for the report, we should be getting an immediate response.  

The consultant is being given many chances and time and again they have been slowing things down for 

their own purposes.  Even if the report was technically correct and didn’t have so many flaws and things 

that are bad for the community, the district can’t afford the maintenance on it.  There is nothing practical 

about the report.  The longer we fuss around with it, the more credible it looks. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel said the next round of grant funding for implementation of storm water projects opens 

in March and closes in June.  Sandy M. said they are using our report to support the Wetlands Project 

and the farther along it goes in the planning stages, the more difficult it becomes to pull it back.  Director 

deFremery said that when they agreed to change the report and to pull it off their website it should have 

been done immediately.  Director Caldwell asked what was the date when Mr. Lindley responded saying 

the references/citations to our report would be redacted and the report would be removed from the 

website.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said that was on November 25th.  

Sandy M. said the report being out there the way it is now it appears credible and they are using it to their 

advantage.   

Karen R. asked if there is any community support for the Wetlands.  No support has been observed at 

KTCSD meetings.  Director Caldwell said that people on Eagle Lane were hoping it would address their 

drainage problem, but it may have the opposite effect and that is addressed in the questions sent to the 

consultant. 

Paul K. cautioned about the discussion confusing the proposed wetlands project with the projects ESA 

proposed for KTCSD.  He suggested that in addition to contacting the consultant about a response to the 

19 page letter with a deadline of January 31st, in the meantime, work with the attorney so that if the board 

wants to reject the report they are prepared to do so at the February KTCSD meeting. 

Director Caldwell asked about providing authority to reject the report now if the board thinks that is the 

best thing to do.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said the discussion also needs to address rejecting the report versus 

nullifying the report.  Ultimately we don’t want this report to become like the 1998 Mattern Report, or the 

2002 feasibility study, another flawed report that never goes away. 
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Sandy M. said the proposed wetlands project and the projects proposed for KTCSD aren’t two different 

projects.  They are in play with each other.  The wetlands project is not an island unto itself, isolated from 

water issues in Knightsen.  The drainage design needs to go away so it is no longer on the table.  The 

conservancy district needs to know this. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel said grant funding for the wetlands project has been based upon the belief that the 

project benefited the community.  That is why the prior KTCSD board produced the letter of “enthusiastic 

support.”  Sandy M. said that if the next funding round was in July or August she would support waiting 

until February, but since it’s not we should nullify now.  The drainage report is going to be a big part of 

their funding argument. 

Paul K. said the board needs an actual document to vote on so the Chair should consult with the attorney 

and discuss what can be done to make the draft report null and void, like it never existed. 

Sandy M. said that ESA is being strategic by moving slowly.  Their slowness is a function of the March 

funding date.  Sandy M. said it is also important that KTCSD gain ownership of the document. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel said there are a number of things we need to address with our attorney.  One thing is 

who owns the document.  Another issue is how to nullify the report.  The attorney has already indicated 

that any action should be in the form of a resolution. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel said she will contact Mr. Lindley asking whether he will be responding and providing a 

deadline of January 31st for response.  She will also address the matter of the draft report still being 

referenced/cited on the ECCCHC website.  Ms. Fateman will also be cc’d.  Karen R. and Director 

Somerhalder stated that other interested parties should also be cc’d.   

Chair Bello-Kunkel will also work with the attorney to prepare a resolution for presentation and vote at the 

February meeting. 

11. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

A. Presentation(s) by ESA, County Public Works (PWD), East Bay Parks (EBRPD) and/or Habitat 

Conservancy regarding proposed projects and project updates. 

 

B. Public Hearing regarding proposed projects following presentation(s) by ESA, PWD, EBRPD and/or 

Habitat Conservancy.  Chair Bello-Kunkel suggested this item be removed from the list of future agenda 

items.  Other board members concurred. 

 

C. Revision and update of District By-Laws. 

 

D. Activities KTCSD may be involved in aside from proposed drainage and flood control infrastructure 

projects. 

 

E. Contra Costa County Flood Control maintaining existing drainage facilities in Knightsen. 

 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

It was moved by Director Matteri and seconded by Director Caldwell to adjourn the January 2, 2020 

regular meeting. 

Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, deFremery, Matteri and Somerhalder, 

Chair Bello-Kunkel; Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

A. The next regular meeting is on Thursday, February 6, 2020 at 7:00pm. 

The January 2, 2020 meeting adjourned at 7:59pm.   


