
 
 

 KNIGHTSEN TOWN COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT (KTCSD) 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

 

Thursday, June 4, 2020, 7:00 p.m.  

     

In accordance with the Governor’s Executive Order N-33-20, the Knightsen Town Community Services District 

held the meeting via teleconference.  To accommodate the public, KTCSD arranged for members of the 

public to observe and address the meeting telephonically.  

The meeting was called to order at 7:02pm.  

Members Present: Chair Bello-Kunkel, Vice Chair Somerhalder, Treasurer Matteri, Director Caldwell and 

Director deFremery.   

Members Absent: None   

Audience Members:  9 members of the public joined the meeting via teleconference. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Chair Bello-Kunkel called the roll and Director 

Caldwell led the pledge of allegiance.  

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

It was moved by Director Somerhalder and seconded by Director Matteri to approve the agenda for 

the June 4, 2020 meeting.  

Roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, deFremery, 

Matteri and Somerhalder, Chair Bello-Kunkel; Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT (3 MINUTES PER SPEAKER) – None. 

4. AGENCY REPORTS – REPRESENTATIVE OF THE KNIGHTSEN TOWN ADVISORY COUNCIL (KTAC)  

KTAC member Karen Reyna presented the report.  The last KTAC meeting was on Tuesday, May 19, 2020.  

The meeting was held via teleconference.  Public comments were received regarding illegal pot farms, noise 

abatement, fire hazards in downtown Knightsen, concerns about traffic and running the stop sign at Curlew 

Connex and Knightsen Avenue and burn permits.   

East County Fire, reported on response times and said they will be depending upon property owners to 

suppress fire hazards on private properties.  Sheriff’s Department reported 64% increase in crimes during the 

shelter-in-place order.  They are attempting to maintain high visibility as a deterrent. Lea Castleberry provided 

an update on the census and provided an update on COVID-19.  Trish Bello-Kunkel reported on KTCSD.  

Code enforcement reported on an increase in RV’s being used as accessory dwelling units. 

Next KTAC meeting is Tuesday, June 16, 2020. 

5. CONSENT CALENDAR –  

A. Approve minutes of May 7, 2020 regular meeting. 

 

It was moved by Director deFremery and seconded by Director Caldwell to approve the minutes of the 

May 7, 2020 meeting.  

Roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, deFremery, 

Matteri and Somerhalder, Chair Bello-Kunkel; Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 
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6. CORRESPONDENCE 

A. 5/4/20: Email from constituent John Gonzales opposing dissolving the district and district’s response to 

Mr. Gonzales on 5/6/20. (AGENDA PACKET). 

B. 5/4/20, 5/5/20, 5/14/20: Emails to/from Abigail Fateman requesting copies of 5/4/20 meeting 

correspondence items. 

C. Various dates in May: Emails to/from Joe Francisco, Francisco and Associates re: parcel tax rate set at 

$0 for upcoming fiscal year and logistical questions on a tax rebate. 

D. 5/9/20: Email to/from constituent Joe Schlitt stating that the teleconference went well for our first try. 

(AGENDA PACKET). 

E. 5/14/20: Letter and forms received via U.S. Mail from Rosa Mena of County Elections Dept for 

upcoming November election. 

F. Various dates in May: Emails to/from Lou Ann Texeira, CEO of LAFCO and Chair Bello-Kunkel re: 

dissolution documents, payment received, notice of receipt of application materials, and LAFCO 

Indemnification Agreement. 

 

Discussion: Karen R. asked what information Abigail Fateman was looking for.  Chair Bello-Kunkel 

responded that it wasn’t clear why Ms. Fateman was requesting the emails.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said the 

emails were operational in content. 

 

7. TREASURER’S REPORT – Treasurer Matteri presented the Treasurer’s Report. 

A. Bills Paid: Reimbursement to Chair Bello-Kunkel for one month subscription for Zoom $114.99; Contra 

Costa County Recorder for filing Notice of Exemption for district dissolution $50; and Contra Costa 

County LAFCO for district dissolution processing fee, $5,690. 

B. Current account balances: Checking, $63,256.01 (after $50,072.10 transferred from the 32-day CD 

account).  90 day CD account nothing moved from that account at this time. 

C. Status on closing CDs at next renewal date and transferring funds to checking. On May 29, 2020, 

$50,072.10 was transferred from the 32 day CD account to the checking account.  The transfer of 

funds from the 90 day CD account will not happen until the maturity date, August 4th.  There would be 

a $2,000 penalty to transfer the funds prior to that date. 

8. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 

A. Update regarding status of dissolution process.   

Chair Bello-Kunkel reported that all the paperwork to process the dissolution with LAFCO has been 

prepared and submitted to LAFCO.  The process is a lengthy one. LAFCO Executive Officer Lou Ann 

Texeira reported it could take six to 12 months.  Ms. Texeira said that she would anticipate a LAFCO 

public hearing in mid-November.  Much is dependent upon other County entities including the 

Auditor’s Office.  KTCSD has submitted everything that needs to be submitted.  LAFCO’s November 

meeting is scheduled for November 18, 2020. 

B. Final budget adoption process and timeline.   

Chair Bello-Kunkel reported that we are required to adopt a final budget by September 1st.  We will 

meet in August to discuss the budget and adopt a final budget. 

Discussion: Karen R. asked why the district pays a fee of $5,690 to dissolve the district when LAFCO 

put the district in place to begin with. Chair Bello-Kunkel stated the fee is a requirement and pointed out 

fees were also paid to create the district originally.  There is a process and notice requirements. 
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9. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Adopt Resolution 2020-4, A Resolution Ordering the Election of Directors to the Knightsen Town 

Community Services District and Specifications of the Election Order. (AGENDA PACKET). 

Chair Bello-Kunkel reported that two seats on the Board of Directors are up for election.  The seats are 

the ones presently held by Director deFremery and Director Caldwell.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said some may 

wonder why an election is necessary when the district is pursuing dissolution.  The dissolution process 

could take six to 12 months, so we may not be dissolved until around May of 2021.  It is likely the persons 

elected will serve short terms or not serve at all. 

Discussion: Al B. encouraged both Director deFremery and Director Caldwell to run for re-election.  

Director deFremery and Director Caldwell thanked Al B. for his comments.  Director Caldwell asked if 

there is a cost to run for election.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said there is no cost for the candidate unless the 

candidate chooses to submit a candidate’s statement.  Chair Bello-Kunkel briefly explained the process 

and said she would contact the Election’s Office for the timeline and to find out if the COVID 19 situation 

has changed anything.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said there is a cost for the District.  The amount depends 

upon whether there is a contested election.  If there is no contest it would be about $300.  Last time we 

had a contested election the cost was $800+.   

Director Caldwell asked if no one runs is the next step for the board to appoint, or just continue with a 

quorum of three.  He pointed out this would save the district money.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said anyone can 

run so even if current incumbents did not run the district would have to pay the fee if anyone ran. 

It was moved by Director Matteri and seconded by Director deFremery to adopt Resolution 2020-4.  

Roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, deFremery, 

Matteri and Somerhalder, Chair Bello-Kunkel; Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

10. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

A. Revision and update of District By-Laws. 

 

B. Discussion and consideration of additional action regarding responses from East Contra Costa County 

Habitat Conservancy about the proposed Knightsen Wetlands Project. 

C. Public Hearing and adoption of final budget for Fiscal Year 2020/2021. 

11. ADJOURNMENT 

A. The next regular meeting is scheduled for: TBD. Chair Bello-Kunkel said unless something urgent 

arises there is no need to meet in July.  The next meeting will likely be on August 6, 2020, to adopt the 

final budget. 

It was moved by Director Matteri and seconded by Director Somerhalder to adjourn the June 4, 2020, 

regular meeting. 

Roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, deFremery, 

Matteri and Somerhalder, Chair Bello-Kunkel; Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:41pm.   


