
 

 

 

 KNIGHTSEN TOWN COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT (KTCSD) 

         SPECIAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

Thursday, February 14, 2019 7:30 p.m. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Bello-Kunkel at 7:30pm at the Knightsen Garden Club, 3067 

Knightsen Avenue, Knightsen, CA. 

Members Present: Director Caldwell, Director Matteri, Director Somerhalder, Chairperson Bello-Kunkel. 

Members Absent: None (one vacant position). 

Audience Members: 21 in attendance. 

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Roll call was held and Director Somerhalder led the pledge of allegiance. 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

It was moved by Director Somerhalder, seconded by Director Caldwell, to approve the agenda for the 

February 14, 2019 special meeting. 

Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, Matteri and Somerhalder; Chair 

Bello-Kunkel; Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT (3 MINUTES PER SPEAKER) - Public Comment: None. 

4. REQUEST BY EAST BAY REGIONAL PARKS DISTRICT (EBRPD)/EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 

HABITAT CONSERVANCY TO PUMP WATER FROM EBRPD PROPERTY (FORMER NUNN PROPERTY) 

INTO NO NAME SLOUGH 

Chair Bello-Kunkel thanked everyone for coming to a special meeting on such notice on Valentine’s Day. 

A. Review and discuss e-mails received from Abigail Fateman, Executive Director, East Contra Costa County 

Habitat Conservancy.  Chair Bello-Kunkel explained that Ms. Fateman is the project manager for the East 

Bay Regional Park off of Delta Road and Byron Highway, the Wetlands project.  Upon receipt of the 

e-mails, Chair Bello-Kunkel told Ms. Fateman she would need to meet with the Board before responding to 

her. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel stated that the Board has been going through a lot of file information (three sets of 

files) from the prior Board. An agenda packet containing background and history was prepared and the 

Board and audience were asked to take 5 – 10 minutes to read through the materials.  She said she 

wanted the meeting to be Q & A to help the Board make a decision about how to respond. 

B. Background and History. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel briefly reviewed the information contained in the Background and History document 

starting with the 2010 agreement with Nunn Farms. 
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Discussion: When Chair Bello-Kunkel explained that the agreement called for KTCSD to reimburse Nunn 

Farms, Director Caldwell remarked that the way he first read it he interpreted it to be that KTCSD would be 

reimbursed for coordination.  Chair Bello-Kunkel remarked the agreement was lacking in many respects. 

Director Caldwell asked where is the water coming from and how is it getting to the Nunn property, or is it 

just that the Nunn property flows downhill to the Veale property.  What are the logistics of what’s going 

on?  Referring to drainage maps provided by County Flood Control, Chair Bello-Kunkel described how the 

water naturally flows from Knightsen towards the Nunn property.  Chair Bello-Kunkel pointed out that the 

Flood Control maps are on the KTCSD website.  Director Caldwell said the maps show water flow on Tule 

Lane and it doesn’t actually flow there so how much is the water really flowing down Delta Road.  Chair 

Bello-Kunkel explained the maps also show what drainage the County is responsible for.  She said the 

documents were originally obtained from the Habitat Conservancy’s website and then found in the 

District’s files. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel continued to go through the Background and History document.  With regard to the 

1/10/17 e-mail from former KTCSD chairperson Steve Ohmstede, Chair Bello-Kunkel asked Mr. Ohmstede 

(who was present at the meeting) if he had meant to say the KTCSD would pay for the diesel to run the 

pump instead of the electric.  Steve O. said no, that pump runs on electric. 

With regard to early 2017 when KTCSD rented pumps, Chair Bello-Kunkel pointed out there was nothing 

in the original MoU that referred to the District renting pumps, it was to provide reimbursement.  Chair 

Bello-Kunkel asked Steve O. who ran the rented pump in 2017?  Steve O. said the District worked with 

Baldocchi Farms and they took care of it.  It was either pay them because they are close by or pay Rain 

for Rent to run the pump.  Tom B. was also present and he said that his father would check the pump and 

they were not paid for that.  They were only paid for the diesel fuel.  Chair Bello-Kunkel asked Tom B. if 

the Reclamation District has a permit to pump water in to the slough.  Tom B. said his father did it as a 

resident, not as the Reclamation District.  Director Somerhalder asked if a permit is required to pump 

water.  Tom B. said the electric pump station is already in the system.  Adding an emergency pump is 

something the CSD and the landowner would have to do.  Director Somerhalder asked if any private 

person can pump water.  Tom B. said it wasn’t a private person, the contract for the pump was done 

through the CSD, all Baldocchi Farms did was make sure the pump did not burn up.  Chair Bello-Kunkel 

asked if there is a law that allows the pumping of water into the Delta.  Tom B. said there are statutes and 

that is why the Reclamation District doesn’t have anything to do with the CSD in regard to urban and 

agricultural run-off.  That’s why the bio-filters have been discussed since the 1990’s.  Tom B. said that in 

the 1990’s before Nunn owned the property, Knightsen community members would donate money to run 

pumps.  He said the pumping is nothing new and related some history and said the Board has “amnesia” 

about these past events.  He said in 2017 the rented pumps ran for about 48 hours then the electric pump 

was able to take over.  Tom B. said that the Board members should know the mission of the board and be 

educated and prepared.  Both Directors Caldwell and Bello-Kunkel responded they were trying to get 

there.  Tom B. said when you are elected to a Board you should know what you are doing and what you 

are getting into.  He said the community has been working together on this for years, but it needs to be 

taken care of in the long run.  He said in 2017 they checked the CSD pump because it was next to the 

existing pump they had to check anyway. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel pointed out the Nunn agreement did not call for KTCSD to rent a pump and she 

worried about KTCSD running a pump when they don’t have a permit.  She expressed concern that 

insurance would not cover KTCSD since the agreement did not address operating a pump.  Tom B. said 

there should be no worries about the past and look to the future.  They aren’t going to come back and say 

you shouldn’t have pumped in 2017.  He said the District should worry about today and getting the water 

diverted to the right place. 
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Tom B. said the decisions you make today are going to affect the decisions you make tomorrow.  He said 

the District has a MoU of some type with the landowner.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said the District does not 

have a MoU with the landowner.  Tom B. said the District does have the history and they can work on it 

moving forward and put the liability on the landowner.  Chair Bello-Kunkel remarked that the community 

many times asked the former Board about the status of a MoU.  Tom B. said that was a fair question.  

Chair Bello-Kunkel said the District does need to worry about liability.  Tom B. said he understood that.  

Steve O. said the Nunn agreement existed before he was on the Board.  He said three times the Board 

asked about updating the agreement and a meeting was scheduled to take place after he left the Board.  

He said the new Board got more than what the former board members got when they came on the Board.  

Steve O. said that the prior board members got “zero” from former Director Linda Weekes.  He said he 

had never seen the Nunn agreement until the email from Abigail.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said the Nunn 

agreement was in the District files.  Steve O. said the former Board did not have files from Linda Weekes. 

Referring to the Background/History document, Chair Bello-Kunkel said there was a meeting on January 

30, 2017 involving Steve Ohmstede, Al Simas and representatives from Public Works, Habitat 

Conservancy and East Bay Parks.  Mitch Avalon wrote minutes of the meeting.  The meeting was 

regarding putting a MoU in place.  The minutes state that there was going to be a letter of agreement that 

never occurred.  Steve O. confirmed the letter never happened.  He said he always wanted to update the 

agreement because it was so “vague” and done years before.  Chair Bello-Kunkel stated that since Ron 

Nunn no longer owns the property there is no agreement.  Steve O. said “right.”  He said Linda Weekes 

had a verbal agreement with Nunn and the Parks.  Steve O. said he tried to follow-up with Abigail 

Fateman about putting the agreement in writing during monthly meetings they were having in Martinez.  

He said he kept saying, “Let’s get this done.”  He said there were lots of participants and lawyers were 

involved, but he doesn’t know where it went after he left the Board.  Chair Bello-Kunkel pointed out that 

there was about a year and half between the January 2017 meeting and when Steve O. left the Board.  

Steve O. attributed that to how government works. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel said the Board is still waiting for ESA to provide their draft report.  Steve O. said the 

contract the Board signed said the report was supposed to be completed a year and a half ago.  Chair 

Bello-Kunkel said the new Board has gotten “up to speed” very quickly, but we are missing the answers 

from Mark Lindley.  She said she is going to continue pushing for the ESA report because the Board and 

the community cannot make decisions without it.  Steve O. said the report was 90% done in either 

December 2017 or January 2018.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said according to ESA’s invoice it is not 90% done, 

but only about $2,000 is left on the contract. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel expressed concern about the liability for KTCSD to pump water without a MoU.  Steve 

O. said if you drive down Delta Road right now you’ll see about six property owners pumping water 

illegally.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said that is Flood Control’s problem.  Steve O. said it is KTCSD’s problem.  

Chair Bello-Kunkel said the County owns the roads and ditches.  Steve O. said it is KTCSD’s jurisdiction 

now because KTCSD is the flood control for Knightsen now.  Chair Bello-Kunkel repeated that the County 

owns the ditches it is up to code enforcement to enforce the law.  Steve O. said he had face-to-face 

arguments with Mike Carlson (County Public Works) about property owners increasing the height of their 

property so water flows on to neighboring properties.  Steve O. said that when KTCSD was formed it 

became the primary flood control for Knightsen.  Chair Bello-Kunkel restated that KTCSD does not own 

the ditches and does not have the ability to do anything about it.  Steve O. said we (the prior board) did 

not know who owned what and as a result had to work with the County to clean out the ditches. 

Barbara D. asked if Flood Control is saying KTCSD is responsible then how can Public Works clean out 

the ditches.  Steve O. said it is so “convoluted its crazy.”  Ken S. asked if there is anything that spells out 

jurisdictions.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said KTCSD does not own any assets and no right-of-ways.  She said  



KTCSD Special Board Meeting  Minutes 2/14/2019 

4 
 

 

we already pay taxes for the County to maintain ditches.  There is also a $51 tax for storm water 

permitting. 

Carolyn S. said Eagle Lane property owners pay the Irrigation District $10 per acre to drain water off their 

properties.  Ken S. said there are five or six property owners on that agreement and they are the 

exception to the rule.  About 20 years ago they were allowed to put water in to the Irrigation District ditch.  

Carolyn S. said as a result she is taxed three times for flood control. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel continued going through the Background/History document.  In 2017 KTCSD 

reimbursed Baldocchi Farms $403.65 and paid $3,416.92 to Rain for Rent. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel reviewed the email exchange with Abigail Fateman.  She said the old agreement does 

not state that KTCSD will pump water.  Director Caldwell said his understanding is KTCSD was created to 

provide flood control for the area and to date we haven’t done anything to put water down that direction.  

He asked why the community is paying for a specific property when nothing has changed yet.  Steve O. 

said we are doing it because we have an agreement and the water has been going there since “day one.” 

Several people remarked that whether we have an agreement is questionable.  Director Caldwell said 

why is the community paying for this since the water has been going there since before anyone was here.  

Steve O. said we pump because when you get heavy rainfall the soil doesn’t percolate fast enough.   

Tom B. said before houses and roads went in there were no ditches.  1940’s and 1950’s roads went in 

and grading occurred and all the high spots (sand hills) were cut.  Prior to that very little of the water from 

Knightsen and the Delta Road/Byron Highway triangle made it on to the ranch.  The ditches are shallow 

or deep depending upon grade elevation changes.  There were ditches cut going in to the 1970’s and 

1980’s.  Tom B. said he has hundreds of pictures of private citizens cutting ditches and conveying water.  

As land owners we are not supposed to convey water on to someone else’s property.  Conveying water 

on to the County right-of-way is also illegal.  In the 1950’s and 1970’s the Baldocchi family and other 

property owners had issues with the County because they kept digging the ditches deeper.  According to 

Public Works the ditches are supposed to take water off the road and over the years they have been 

channelized.  Previously there were natural alkali sinkholes where the water collected and there were 

sand hills that blocked the water flow.  Man has changed the way the water flows. 

Al B. asked who owns the existing pumps.  Tom B. said the pump on the former Nunn property is 

maintained by the land owner.  The pump on the park land is operated by Nunn.  Tom B. said that pump 

is large enough to take care of that ranch, but it cannot take the water flowing on from the Delta 

Road/Byron Highway corridor.  Al B. asked why can’t they put in a bigger pump and that would solve the 

problem.  Tom B. said the problem would also be solved if the property owners on Delta Road didn’t 

convey their water on to the property.  Tom B. said his family has always thought that pump should be 

bigger, but it’s not their property. 

Dino M. asked how old the pump is.  Tom B. said it is old.  It pumps about 1,300 gallons a minute. Dino 

M. suggested the community could help to upgrade pump. 

Paul K. asked for clarification about why KTCSD is being asked to help one particular property owner 

(Nunn now the Parks).  Why isn’t KTCSD being asked to assist every property owner downstream from 

another property owner?  Steve O. said it’s because the Nunn property is the low point.  Dino M. asked 

how long the pipe is to where it discharges.  Tom B. said about 200 feet. 

Tom B. said he agreed with Chair Bello-Kunkel that we have a conveyance problem.  As a 

quasi-urban/rural district the CSD is different than the Baldocchi’s and the de Fremery’s who pump water 

that is agricultural run-off.  As a community we will not be able to pump directly in to the river.  KTCSD  
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was created for water quality and flood control.  The District’s run-off is not agricultural run-off.  Director 

Somerhalder said another problem is that property is not in the CSD.  Steve O. said it is technically in the 

CSD, but they don’t pay taxes.  He compared it to the school being in the CSD, but they don’t pay taxes. 

Carolyn S. said she was having difficulty understanding that we are talking about pumping water off a 

property that in the future is going to be flooded.  Steve O. said that is not to get rid of the water, it is to 

bio-clean the water.  He said it is the “dirtiest water in the world” from horses, cows, overflowing septic 

tanks.  Steve O. said that isn’t going to be allowed some day.  Barbara D. said that has been her concern 

from day one.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said that is one of her reasons for concern about pumping water in to 

the river.  Steve O. said it’s been going there for years.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said that doesn’t make it 

right.  Steve O. said he asked the question and Flood Control said the water could be pumped in to No 

Name Slough, but not in to Rock Slough because Rock Slough is the intake for drinking water in the 

County.  Steve O. said no permit is needed. 

Rose-Marie F. asked if we have an emergency situation now.  Tom B. pointed out the water is not about 

to overflow a levee as Abigail Fateman said in her email.  He said it is nearing overflowing a “bank.”  Paul 

K. asked if that is the bank between the Nunn Property and the Baldocchi property.  Tom B. said yes.   

Rose-Marie F. said she understands the concerns about liability and getting sued, but we have historical 

precedent about pumping.  Director Caldwell suggested having the Conservancy take care of obtaining 

the necessary permits.  Rose-Marie F. asked why a MoU couldn’t be done “right now.”  Chair 

Bello-Kunkel (and Jaime D. and others) said it is not that simple.  Steve O. said Mike Carlson and Mitch 

Avalon told him pumping water was no problem. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel asked to hear from the board members and figure out an action.  Chair Bello-Kunkel 

proposed as one action item to contact Tim Jensen (head of County Flood Control) about this and about 

obtaining the ESA report.  Director Caldwell asked if damage was about to be done to the adjacent 

property and when…in a week, in a day?  Tom B. indicated there is going to be crop damage and 

infrastructure damage is imminent.  Director Caldwell suggested that a Board decision be contingent upon 

obtaining a permit or necessary authorization. 

Paul K. pointed out the original Nunn MoU said Ron Nunn would pump and KTCSD would reimburse.  

How did KTCSD get in to the business of actually pumping water?  If EBRPD is asking the district to 

honor the agreement, the agreement is to just reimburse not actually pump.  What’s the problem with 

asking EBRPD to obtain the pumps and do the pumping?  They have the staff.  Tom B. said EBRPD 

could operate the pumps and assume liability and this would provide a service to all the property owners 

along Delta Road and we only have to do this every couple of years.  Paul K. also pointed out the meeting 

minutes from January 30, 2017, states KTCSD would only reimburse for the fuel.  So the answer could be 

KTCSD only reimburses for the fuel.  Steve O. said we need to keep a good working relationship with 

Nunn and the Parks, or they could refuse our water.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said the Parks also have to be 

good neighbors, it goes both ways. 

Director Matteri said listening to the entire discussion she was still uncertain regarding what should be 

done.  Steve O. said this issue has nothing to do with the projects, it’s something that needs to be taken 

care of now.  Director Matteri said she didn’t know anything about this present problem until tonight. 

Director Somerhalder said the Parks Department needs to step up and do some of the work and KTCSD 

can help, but they should spearhead since they own the property.  We can help them with fuel costs. 
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Director Caldwell and Chair Bello-Kunkel discussed whether it is “established” whether KTCSD has a 

responsibility to address the problem.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said she isn’t convinced KTCSD has such a 

responsibility. 

Ken S. commented about Abigail Fateman’s email statement that water is being sent to the Nunn property.  

He said that statement bothered him because it sounds like they believe we are pro-actively pushing water 

that way.  He suggested that be cleared up because it is different than what is actually happening.  

Barbara D. said we need to look at the current problem and figure out how we can mitigate it given the real 

concerns about how it has been done in the past and how that can come back on us.  Paul K. said we 

also have to be concerned about what we do today and how that can affect us tomorrow.  We have these 

big projects coming up and we need to make decisions.  Director Caldwell suggested doing something on 

a one-time-only basis, non-precedent setting.  That takes care of the immediate problem and gives us 

time to think about the long term problem.  Tom B. suggested that in the meantime KTCSD educate 

property owners about pumping water because it is putting them in jeopardy and putting KTCSD in 

jeopardy.  He suggested a letter to property owners from KTCSD.  Paul K. said he recalled seeing a past 

KTCSD Board agenda where the prior Board discussed an Ordinance related to this and he asked Steve 

O. why that didn’t happen.  Steve O. indicated that related to retention basins on private property and 

Flood Control said it could only be done on new construction.  He indicated Board members didn’t want to 

go knock on people’s doors.  Paul K. said he recalled hearing that there was a prior member of the Board 

who was doing that and got in trouble from the County for doing that.  The Board has no enforcement 

ability.  Steve O. said an Ordinance has to be passed.  Paul K. said that KTCSD has to own the ditches 

first.  Steve O. “right.” 

Steve O. said there are County ordinances about pumping water off your property and changing the 

elevation of your property.  KTCSD would need those ordinances and then would need someone to 

enforce the ordinances.  Paul K. stated that Knightsen has very few residents to pay for that.  Steve O. 

said a few residents ruin it for all.  Paul K. said the only option right now is to go to the County and see if 

they will do anything about it and they won’t.   

Chair Bello-Kunkel proposed that the Board go back to them and discuss how much fuel costs would be.  

Director Caldwell said that would require another meeting, he suggested voting on a maximum amount.  

Chair Bello-Kunkel asked Tom B. if he had any idea about how much fuel would cost.  Tom B. asked how 

much was it last time?  Chair Bello-Kunkel responded $403.65.  Tom B. said just double it, make it 

$1,000. 

C.  Approval of action(s) (if needed).  

It was moved by Director Somerhalder and seconded by Director Matteri to reimburse the East Bay 

Regional Parks District up to $1,000 for fuel to pump water during the current rainfall events. 

Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, Matteri and Somerhalder; Chair 

Bello-Kunkel; Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

5. ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Bello-Kunkel adjourned the special meeting at 8:49pm. 

 


