
 
 

 KNIGHTSEN TOWN COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT (KTCSD) 

    SPECIAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, October 29, 2019 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm at the Knightsen Garden Club, 3067 Knightsen Ave., 

Knightsen, CA. 

Members Present: Chair Bello-Kunkel, Vice Chair Somerhalder, Treasurer Matteri, Director Caldwell, 

Director de Fremery. 

Members Absent: None 

Audience Members: 24 

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Chair Bello-Kunkel called the roll and Director de Fremery led the pledge of allegiance. 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

It was moved by Director Matteri, seconded by Director Caldwell, to approve the agenda for the 

October 29, 2019 special meeting. 

Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, de Fremery, Matteri and 

Somerhalder, Chair Bello-Kunkel; Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT (3 MINUTES PER SPEAKER) – None.  

4. EAST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY HABITAT CONSERVANCY (ECCHC)/EAST BAY REGIONAL PARKS 

DISTRICT (EBRPD) PROPOSED KNIGHTSEN WETLANDS PROJECT 

A. Discussion and response regarding Wetlands Surface Water Hydrology Assessment and Conceptual 

Alternatives Report posted on wetlands website: 

https://www.contracosta.ca.gov/7624/Knightsen-Wetland-Restoration-Project 

Chair Bello-Kunkel said ECCCHC posted a couple of documents on the proposed wetlands website.  

She expressed concern that in the final documents posted they referenced and cited KTCSD’s DRAFT 

final report submitted by ESA. The board and the community have identified many issues with the draft 

report.  There is a 19 page response to the draft report that will be reviewed at the November 7, 2019 

regular KTCSD meeting. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel prepared a letter that will be sent to the ESA consultant, Mark Lindley and to 

Abigail Fateman, Executive Director of ECCCHC.  She read some of the language in the letter. 

Discussion: Roger C. expressed concern about the water table on the proposed wetlands property and 

how that could pose problems for nearby property owners. 

B. Discussion regarding the proposed wetlands project being considered by the Habitat 

Conservancy/EBRPD. (Reference KTCSD letter to ECCHC, 9/11/19, in agenda packet on website). 

 

https://www.contracosta.ca.gov/7624/Knightsen-Wetland-Restoration-Project
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Chair Bello-Kunkel said Abigail Fateman had requested to make a presentation at a KTCSD meeting.  

In preparation for Ms. Fateman’s appearance the board and the community discussed questions and 

concerns at the September 5th regular KTCSD meeting.  A letter was sent to Ms. Fateman on 

September 11th.  Ms. Fateman was invited to attend the October 3rd regular KTCSD meeting.  Ms. 

Fateman said she couldn’t get her team together for that meeting.  An invitation was extended to 

attend the October 29th special meeting.  Ms. Fateman declined that invitation.  Answers have not 

been forthcoming to our questions and concerns. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel summarized some of the questions and concerns addressed in the September 11th 

letter, copies of which were distributed to meeting attendees.  

Chair Bello-Kunkel said she received an email from Ms. Fateman today (10/29) asking that the 

KTCSD board not reconsider its position regarding the proposed wetlands project.  She said Ms. 

Fateman stated they were working on answers to the questions/concerns, but no ETA was given.  

Chair Bello-Kunkel said that at the most recent outreach meeting community members asked for a 

citizen advisory committee.  There has been no response on that. 

Discussion: Sandy M. said there is a short window for KTCSD and the community to have influence 

since the proposed project is moving quickly.  Liz R. asked if there is anything in our document about 

the proposed wetlands project having financial responsibility for damage to nearby properties.  She 

asked why we are agreeing to this.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said KTCSD’s position would be discussed in 

the next agenda item. 

Director de Fremery pointed out that the 2013 feasibility study said potential constraints to neighboring 

properties included higher ground water table and increased flooding risk due to seepage in 

restoration.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said this is still being referenced in newer documentation.   

Sandy M. said she talked to Ms. Fateman about having a community committee to interact with and 

was turned down flat. 

Carolynne S. lives near the proposed wetlands property and said when they put in a septic system 

they reached ground water at 9 feet in the month of August.  She expressed concern about how the 

proposed wetlands could impact septic systems.  

Chair Bello-Kunkel said there is also concern about allowing tidal flows in that could impact 

groundwater tables.  Sandy M. said this will also impede flow from wells.   

Sandy M. said that signs on the property identify it as a “land bank.”  This allows them to use and 

leverage the proposed wetlands with regard to development elsewhere. 

C. Re-consider KTCSD’s position regarding the proposed Knightsen wetlands project and take action 

with regard to the District’s position on the proposed project. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel explained that KTCSD’s current position regarding the proposed wetlands project 

is referenced in a letter dated October 24, 2017 that was authorized by the prior KTCSD board.  She 

read the letter.  She said the prior board relied heavily on information regarding flooding in 1998.  

She said that after alternative causes of that event were presented by Roger C. and others she 

researched Superior Court records regarding the lawsuit mentioned by Roger C.  Court records affirm 

information Roger C. presented at the outreach meeting.  
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Chair Bello-Kunkel said the October 24, 2017 letter was used by ECCCHC to obtain grant funding for 

the proposed wetlands project.  Director Caldwell asked whether the letter can still be used for that 

purpose.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said she believes the letter could still be used to obtain grant funding 

from Prop 1 and other sources.   

Discussion: 

Anne Marie R. said she’s been talking to a lot of people in the community and she has signatures from 

70 people who are opposed to the proposed wetlands and they want the support letter rescinded by 

the Board.  She read the letter aloud:  

“We, the undersigned Knightsen residents, property owners, tax payers and voters hereby petition the 

Knightsen Community Services District to immediately rescind the ‘enthusiastic support’ they have 

provided to the proposed Knightsen Wetlands Restoration project.  This un-welcome project would 

radically and irreversibly change the nature, environment and character of our country life-style 

community.  We further petition that they, as our elected representatives, make the community’s 

strong opposition to this project known in any presentations, discussions, conversations, 

correspondence (electronic or otherwise) they may have regarding this project as members of 

KTCSD.” 

Anne Marie R. said that while circulating the petition she has had positive response from everyone, 

except one person.  She submitted the petition to the KTCSD board. 

Liz R. said that the whole process to get the proposed wetlands through has been orchestrated with 

“smoke and mirrors” and they have not been forthcoming with accurate information.  She expressed 

concern about saltier Delta water intruding and damaging landscaping and causing damage to 

foundations.  Community members have no recompense or ways to protect themselves. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel said she discovered today that shortly after the October 24, 2017 letter, the County 

Board of Supervisors adopted a resolution supporting the proposed wetlands project that included 

duplicate language from the October 24, 2017 letter.  Ms. Fateman’s name was on the resolution. 

Community discussion took place regarding the groundwater issue that was off agenda. 

Karen R. said the community is not getting answers to our questions and the wetlands are just plowing 

ahead and steamrolling.  She asked whether we just tell them to stop and “cease and desist.”  The 

wetlands is being forced on the community.  As we talk about this it is giving them more time to get 

their “ducks in a row” and secure further funding.  

Chair Bello-Kunkel said she received notification from ESA of another round of Prop 1 funding 

happening. 

Robin P. said that she thinks ECCCHC is stalling and if they seriously wanted to work with us they 

would at least answer some of our questions. 

Barbara D. said if we are going to withdraw support we need to present a white paper explaining why.  

We don’t have any authority to tell them to cease and desist. 

Liz R. said that they are using incorrect information as a basis for doing this project. 
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Jerry Z. asked who controls Ms. Fateman.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said there is a Conservancy Board 

chaired by Diane Burgis.  Jerry Z. that we should stop sending letters to Ms. Fateman and send 

letters to the next level up and if that doesn’t work keep going up until we get to someone who will pay 

attention.   

Chair Bello-Kunkel said that KTCSD’s letter did not appear on the most recent Conservancy Board 

agenda so she doesn’t know if they are aware of our concerns.  Jerry Z. said that points out why we 

have to go above Ms. Fateman. 

Sandy M. said that the same concerns in the September 11th letter came up during the two outreach 

meetings in 2018 and 2019 and they have not been addressed.  That should be a big factor in 

Knightsen withdrawing support. 

Anne Marie R. said in the Sunday Contra Costa Times there was an insert for the Parks and they 

outlined the project as “under development Delta access,” but during the last outreach meeting they 

weren’t answering questions about recreation.  There was discussion regarding whether the proposed 

project actually has recreational aspects or whether that was simply language inserted to help secure 

grant funding. 

Sandy M. said having a wetlands in an area with so many people is highly unusual.  They sold that 

based upon the drainage argument.  They are saying that because they need to in order to put the 

wetlands where they are proposing to.  

Bonnie P. said that saving the community from flooding doesn’t really appear to be their goal. 

Sandy M. said the proposed wetlands parcel is attractive to the Habitat Conservancy because there is 

limited earth moving needed and they also reference buying surrounding properties to expand the 

wetlands.  

Chair Bello-Kunkel asked for comments from board members. 

Director Somerhalder said that when the Nunn property was purchased he asked why the loss of so 

much farmland wasn’t brought up at the Knightsen Town Advisory Council (KTAC).  He was told that 

it wasn’t brought up due to conflict of interest because at the time membership of both boards, KTCSD 

and KTAC was identical.  He said he is opposed to the proposed wetlands project.  

Director de Fremery said based upon the fact we have no responses to our questions, inaccurate 

information is being used to promote the wetlands including the flood information from 1998, they used 

an unauthorized draft of our report, and the expectation that we would need to spend millions on our 

water projects, she is opposed to the wetlands project. 

Director Matteri said she has listened to everyone and she supports the community and she opposes 

the project.  It does not benefit the community.  We keep going over it and hearing the same thing.  

Let’s come to a conclusion and be done with it.  She said it’s her tax payer money just like it is 

everyone else’s and she doesn’t want her money spent on this. 

Director Caldwell said he thinks the decision comes down to whether to withdraw support or actively 

oppose.  He said we have exercised due diligence to ask the questions that need to be asked.  He 

said we should send a letter to all the key people we can identify especially the grant funders to 

withdraw support pending receipt of answers to our questions.  If they don’t respond we should 

actively oppose.  He said we do need to make a decision tonight. 



KTCSD Special Board Meeting  Minutes 10/29/2019 

Page 5 of 5 
 

 

Director Matteri said she would like to withdraw support.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said she is in favor of 

opposition.  Director de Fremery said she would oppose.  Director Somerhalder said he is opposed. 

Liz R. asked the audience for a show of hands regarding opposition to the proposed wetlands project.  

Director Caldwell asked that this informal poll be included in the minutes and commented that the 

show of hands appeared unanimous, or near unanimous. 

It was moved by Director Somerhalder, seconded by Director de Fremery, to take a position in 

opposition to the proposed Knightsen Wetlands Project. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel asked for a roll call vote on this item and the motion carried by a 3 – 2 vote 

as follows – Ayes: Directors de Fremery, and Somerhalder, and Chair Bello-Kunkel; Noes: 

Director Caldwell and Director Matteri.  Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

D. Authorize Chairperson to prepare and submit Public Records Act requests for information regarding 

grant funding for the proposed wetlands project.  

Chair Bello-Kunkel said the proposed requests would go to ECCCHC, EBRPD and other agencies 

such as funders for the proposed wetlands project. 

It was moved by Director Caldwell, seconded by Director de Fremery to authorize the Chair to 

send Public Records Act requests for information regarding grant funding for the proposed 

wetlands project. 

Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, de Fremery, Matteri, 

Somerhalder and Chair Bello-Kunkel; Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

5. STATUS OF REVIEW OF DRAFT FINAL REPORT FROM ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATES 

(ESA) 

Chair Bello-Kunkel said all comments have been summarized into a 19 page document.  That 

document is being reviewed by legal counsel and will be presented to the community and the Board at 

the regular meeting on November 7, 2019. 

6. ADJOURNMENT - Next regularly scheduled meeting is on Thursday, November 7, 2019 at 7:00pm. 

It was moved by Director Somerhalder, seconded by Chair Bello-Kunkel, to adjourn the October 

29, 2019 special meeting. 

Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, de Fremery, Matteri and 

Somerhalder, and Chair Bello-Kunkel; Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:16pm. 


