
 

 

 

 KNIGHTSEN TOWN COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT (KTCSD) 

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

         Thursday, January 31, 2019  

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Bello-Kunkel at 7:30pm at the Knightsen Garden Club, 3067 

Knightsen Avenue, Knightsen CA. 

Members Present: Chair Bello-Kunkel, Vice Chair Somerhalder, Treasurer Matteri. 

Members Absent: None (two vacant positions) 

Audience Members: 7 in attendance 

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Chair Bello-Kunkel called the roll and led the pledge of allegiance. 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

It was moved by Director Somerhalder, seconded by Director Matteri, to approve the agenda for the 

January 31, 2019 special meeting. 

Motion carried by the following vote - Ayes: Directors Matteri and Somerhalder, Chair Bello-Kunkel; Noes: 

None; Abstain: None. 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT (3 MINUTES PER SPEAKER) - At this time the public may address the District Board on 

subject matters pertaining to District business but NOT listed on the agenda. State law prevents the Board from 

discussing items that are not set forth on this meeting agenda. The Board and staff take your comments very 

seriously and, if appropriate, will follow up on them.  

Public Comment: None. 

4. APPOINTMENT OF NEW BOARD MEMBER (PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE 1780) 

A. Letters of Interest Received 

Chair Bello-Kunkel explained that the purpose of the meeting was to appoint a new Board member to the 

vacancy created when former Director Greg Williams resigned.  A vacancy posting was posted in four 

locations in Knightsen.  The law requires posting in at least three locations.  The notice was posted at the 

Garden Club, the Post Office, the Knightsen School and the Farm Bureau.  Applicants were asked to submit 

letters of interest.  This was done to simplify the process for applicants.  Letters of interest were received 

from Rose-Marie Fiske, Angela de Fremery and Curt Caldwell, all of whom were present at the special 

meeting.  Chair Bello-Kunkel expressed pride that three members of the community who have been 

attending Board meetings, who know the issues and who know what has been happening submitted letters of 

interest.  Chair Bello-Kunkel stated that it was unfortunate that the Board only had one position to fill because 

all three applicants could serve on the Board. 

B. Interview Panel Discussion:  Director Matteri and Chair Bello-Kunkel interviewed the applicants.  A list of 

questions was prepared and all three applicants were asked the same questions. 
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Director Matteri commented that the decision regarding which applicant to recommend for appointment was a 

difficult, time consuming decision.  Director Matteri also stated that it was unfortunate the Board could just fill 

one vacancy. 

C. Vote to select new Board Member 

It was moved by Director Matteri, seconded by Director Somerhalder, to appoint Curt Caldwell to the 

vacant position on the Board of Directors. 

Motion carried by the following vote - Ayes: Directors Matteri and Somerhalder, Chair Bello-Kunkel; 

Noes: None; Abstain: None. 

Discussion: 

Director Somerhalder commented that he hopes everyone keeps their letters of interest for the future. 

David Matteri asked how the second vacant position on the Board of Directors could be filled.  Chair 

Bello-Kunkel responded that when former Director Kim Carone resigned the former Board had 60 days to fill 

the position and that did not happen.  Supervisor Burgis had 61-90 days following the resignation to fill the 

vacancy and that did not happen.  Chair Bello-Kunkel stated that she has consulted with the California 

Special Districts Association (CSDA).  The guidance from CSDA is that the KTCSD Board cannot fill that 

vacant position.  The KTCSD Board has two options: to do a special election to fill the position, or remain 

with a four member board.  The special election option will be discussed at the February meeting because 

there is a cost associated with doing a special election.  The election would be a vote-by-mail election.  

Because of the cost, the public should have input in to the decision whether to hold a special election.  Past 

KTCSD boards have had only four members, but what does the public want? 

Jaime de Fremery asked what happens with a four member board if there is a vote of 2-2.  Chair 

Bello-Kunkel explained that if there is a tie vote the Board cannot move forward on that item.  Chair 

Bello-Kunkel stated that she has looked at past meeting minutes and did not find that there have been any 

2-2 votes in the past, but it could happen.  Chair Bello-Kunkel stated that the next available vote-by-mail 

election date would be in August.  The person elected would serve about a year and three months before 

their term ended in 2020. 

Director Somerhalder stated the other option would be to wait until the November 2020 regular election to fill 

the position. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel stated she attended a CSDA meeting on Monday and another person present stated a 

special election would cost a quarter of a million dollars.  LAFCO Executive Officer Lou Ann Texeira was also 

present and explained the cost would not be that high because KTCSD is a very small district.  Chair 

Bello-Kunkel stated she is getting the numbers together so they can be presented to the community and the 

community can help the Board make a decision. 

5. ADMINISTRATION OF OATH OF OFFICE 

Chair Bello-Kunkel administered the oath of office to Curt Caldwell. 

6. ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Bello-Kunkel adjourned the meeting at 7:43pm. 

A. The next regularly scheduled board meeting is on Thursday, February 7, 2019 at 7:30pm. 


