
 
 

 KNIGHTSEN TOWN COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT (KTCSD) 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

 

Thursday, September 5, 2019  

     

The meeting was called to order at 7:02pm at the Knightsen Garden Club, 3067 Knightsen Ave., Knightsen, 

CA. 

Members Present: Chair Bello-Kunkel; Vice Chair Somerhalder, Treasurer Matteri, Director Caldwell, Director 

deFremery. 

Members Absent: None 

Audience Members: 15 

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Chair Bello-Kunkel called the roll and Director Matteri led the pledge of allegiance. 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

It was moved by Director Somerhalder and seconded by Director Matteri, to approve the agenda for the 

September 5, 2019 regular meeting. 

Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, deFremery, Matteri and Somerhalder, 

Chair Bello-Kunkel.  Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT (3 MINUTES PER SPEAKER) – None. 

4. AGENCY REPORTS – REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE OF THE KNIGHTSEN TOWN ADVISORY 

COUNCIL (KTAC) – None, no KTAC meeting in August. 

5. CONSENT CALENDAR  

A. Approve minutes of the August 1, 2019 regular meeting. 

It was moved by Director Caldwell and seconded by Director deFremery, to approve the minutes of the 

August 1, 2019 regular meeting. 

Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, deFremery, Matteri and Somerhalder, 

Chair Bello-Kunkel.  Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

6. CORRESPONDENCE 

A. 8/1/19: Email from Abigail Fateman, Executive Director, East Contra Costa Habitat Conservancy (ECCHC) 

requesting to be added to agenda distribution list.  Chair Bello-Kunkel reported that Ms. Fateman has 

been added to the electronic distribution. 

B. 8/2/19: Email from East Bay Regional Parks District with attached letter from Kristina Kelchner, Assistant 

General Manager, East Bay Regional Parks District (dated 8/1/2019). (Refer to agenda item 9A). 

C. 8/13/19: Email from Abigail Fateman ECCHC regarding making presentation to KTCSD regarding 

wetlands project (refer to agenda item 9B). 

D. 8/13/19: Email from Joe Francisco, Francisco Associates, regarding close out letter and documentation for 

the Fiscal Year 2019/2020 parcel tax levy.  Chair Bello-Kunkel reported that all the paperwork to 

implement the 2019/2020 parcel tax levy has been completed. 
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7. TREASURER’S REPORT – Treasurer Matteri 

A. Bills Paid: 

i. Francisco Associates $500.  

B. Current account balances:  Checking - $19,690.46; 32-day CD - $50,060.03; & 90-day CD - $205,282. 

8. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT – None.  

9. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Discuss and authorize response to letter from Kristina Kelchner, Assistant General Manager, East Bay 

Regional Parks District (EBRPD) regarding request for payment for pumping water on EBRPD property 

and conditional license agreement.  Letter is in agenda packet on KTCSD website. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel reported the letter was received on August 2nd.  In addition to requesting payment for 

fuel, the invoice requests payment for the pump, staff time and rubber boots.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said the 

KTCSD board’s decision had been to reimburse for fuel only up to $1,000.  It was surprising to receive a 

bill from EBRPD for over $6,000 that included items besides fuel.  Chair Bello-Kunkel also pointed out 

that EBRPD did not provide copies of the receipt(s) for fuel which the KTCSD board had specified was a 

requirement for reimbursement.   

Chair Bello-Kunkel said that KTCSD does not own any facilities that discharge or direct water on to the 

EBRPD property and she proposed responding to EBRPD clarifying this point and asking them to provide 

receipts for the fuel and explaining that KTCSD will not reimburse for costs other than fuel. 

Discussion: Roger C. questioned why KTCSD would be responsible for runoff from County owned 

drainage ditches.  He also questioned why water is coming out of Irrigation District facilities during the 

winter.  He clarified that this happened not only in 1998, but during this past winter as well.  He said this 

is an ongoing situation. 

Al B. asked whether KTCSD committed itself to future reimbursement for fuel.  Director Caldwell said no it 

was stated it was a onetime deal.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said the letter said it was non-precedent.  

Barbara D. asked what the conditional license agreement is.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said they are proposing 

a three year agreement and she is concerned that if KTCSD begins implementing projects that EBRPD 

could change the terms every three years. 

Roger C. questioned where water is coming from other than the ditches and from irrigation district 

facilities.  Director Caldwell asked where the water coming from the irrigation district was seen.  Roger C. 

said it was next to Rafter D Ranch. 

Sandy M. said the ESA report says that runoff from throughout Knightsen drains to the conservancy 

parcel.  EBRPD believes this is true because the consultant told them that. 

Barbara D. said that since EBRPD did not respond to the District’s letter regarding fuel reimbursement and 

since the District did not agree to reimburse for anything besides fuel, the rest of their request for 

reimbursement is moot.   

It was moved by Director Caldwell and seconded by Director Matteri, to authorize Chair Bello-Kunkel to 

prepare and submit a letter responding to the EBRPD letter. 

Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, deFremery, Matteri and Somerhalder, 

Chair Bello-Kunkel.  Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 
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B. Discuss and consider authorization of request from Abigail Fateman, ECCHC, to make presentation at 

KTCSD meeting regarding wetlands project. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel said that if Ms. Fateman is invited to make a presentation, she would like to have the 

invitation letter also describe the issues and concerns that the community wants Ms. Fateman and her 

team to address. 

Discussion: Director Caldwell asked where these questions are coming from.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said she 

is referring to the questions that came up during the Habitat Conservancy’s outreach meetings.  She said 

that she would like to put these questions/concerns in writing so that Ms. Fateman can be prepared to 

address them.  Chair Bello-Kunkel asked community members to submit questions that they would like 

answered.  Director Caldwell asked that input be provided under tonight’s agenda item.  Director 

Somerhalder questioned the need for a presentation since the Habitat Conservancy is having their own 

meetings and KTCSD does not put water on their property.  Director Caldwell expressed concern that the 

wetlands could increase water tables for other properties and the potential for river water to come on to the 

property. 

Paul K. said that while KTCSD does not presently put water on the property, the District is considering 

projects that would do that.  However, even if the District does not do the projects, the District’s charge is 

drainage and flood control and there is information in the wetlands own reports that the wetlands could 

result in seepage and raising water tables. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel said that prior KTCSD board membership has expressed support for the proposed 

wetlands in the form of a letter that said KTCSD “enthusiastically supports” the wetlands.  She said that 

she is concerned about that letter given the concerns community members have expressed.  Chair 

Bello-Kunkel said she would like to provide an opportunity for responses to questions/concerns.  Director 

deFremery said having prepared questions/concerns and providing an opportunity for response could 

reduce the level of antagonism that was seen in the outreach meetings. 

Following this there was very extended discussion amongst community members and Board members 

about questions/concerns regarding the proposed wetlands project.  These questions/concerns are 

summarized below: 

Liquefaction.  Because of the types of sands we have when an earthquake happens these areas are 

more prone to shaking.  Increasing surface water could increase problems associated with liquefaction.  

Is this being taken in to consideration in their designs? 

True cause of runoff issues.  At the last public outreach meeting there was discussion about 1998 

flooding be caused by irrigation district facilities, not by runoff flow from Knightsen.  Has Habitat 

Conservancy/EBRPD looked in to this?  

Seepage and potential for rising water tables due to transitioning the property to a wetlands.  How does 

this impact ground water tables?  Habitat Conservancy/EBRPD needs to quantify what this impact is and 

how it will be mitigated.   

Placement of wetlands in close proximity to residential development. Questions were raised about whether 

it is appropriate to have a wetlands so close to homes, in particular residences with above grade septic 

systems.  

Communication and outreach.  Habitat Conservancy/EBRPD needs to do a better job communicating with 

the Knightsen community and involving community members in project planning.  They need to address 

how they are going to improve this.  At the last outreach meeting the idea of having a citizen’s advisory 

group was suggested.  What is the status of this? 
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Water quality issues and regulation of runoff water.  At outreach meeting questions were raised regarding 

water quality and whether the community’s runoff would be allowed to flow to the wetlands.  Questions 

were asked about the assurances given that there would be no restrictions particularly in light of state-wide 

regulations regarding runoff into the rivers.  Concern was expressed that while the Habitat 

Conservancy/EBRPD may not impose restrictions, there are a multitude of other agencies that could.   

Impact on farming.  Habitat Conservancy/EBRPD need to address potential impacts to farmers and to 

farming practices given the letter that was distributed to property owners within a one mile radius of the 

proposed wetlands a few years ago.  The letter addressed having farmers obtain permits to continue to 

farm.  What does this mean?  

Tidal flow/Sea level rise.  The wetlands proposals include gates that allow tidal flows to enter the 

wetlands.  What will be the impact on the wetlands and on surrounding properties as sea levels rise?  

How will these gates be monitored?  What backup safety precautions may be implemented?   

Topography alterations and regrading on wetlands parcel.  What impact will this have with regard to runoff 

that naturally enters the property?  What are the Habitat Conservancy/EBRPD plans with regard to 

changing the existing topography of the parcel?  Plans indicate berms at above ground levels.  How does 

that impact runoff flow?  Do the plans impact the volume of water that the property can accept?  Do the 

plans impact the historical, natural flow of water?  EBRPD has already stated they are spending $50,000 

to put a road on the property.  What impact will that have on topography and water flow?   

Interrelationship between proposed KTCSD projects and the proposed wetlands project.  Is wetlands 

project dependent upon KTCSD projects?  What if KTCSD does not implement projects?  What impact 

will that have with regard to Knightsen runoff that naturally flows to wetlands parcel? 

County Capital Improvement Plans.  The County has plans to widen roadways that border the wetlands 

parcel (i.e. Delta Road and Byron Highway).  How does that impact wetlands project plans? 

Mosquitos.  What impact will the proposed wetlands have with mosquito issues? 

Recreation on the proposed wetlands.  Conflicting information has been provided regarding the 

recreational opportunities the proposed wetlands may offer.  There is an existing easement for a horse 

trail.  Will that be impacted? 

Benefits of having the wetlands.  Besides posing questions and concerns, Habitat Conservancy/EBRPD 

should explain how the wetlands may benefit the community. 

Timeline.  Plans for the proposed wetlands are moving at “lightning” speed.  It is already in the permitting 

process and they are working on the EIR/EIS.  If the community is going to have an impact on planning 

that needs to happen now.  More information is needed about the timeline and when public input will be 

solicited.   

What are the other agencies involved in the wetlands project and what are the funding sources?   

Should the current KTCSD board reconsider the position prior board members took on the wetlands? 

There was discussion about whether the community could be polled to provide input.  Current board 

members were voted in to office and have the support of the community.  Discussion that Habitat 

Conservancy/EBRPD have an opportunity to respond to questions/concerns before the board considers its 

position on the proposed wetlands project. 

It was moved by Director Matteri and seconded by Director deFremery, to authorize Chair Bello-Kunkel 

to prepare and submit a letter with questions to Abigail Fateman inviting her to the October KTCSD 

meeting. 

Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, deFremery, Matteri and Somerhalder, 

Chair Bello-Kunkel.  Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 



KTCSD Regular Board Meeting  Minutes 9/5/2019 

Page 5 of 5  
 

 

C. Discuss feedback from KTCSD counsel regarding whether having a special district protects Knightsen’s 

boundaries from encroachment by Oakley and Brentwood. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel commented that this item has been on the list of future agenda items for a long time. 

Many people voted to establish KTCSD believing that having a special district would protect Knightsen’s 

boundaries.  Now that the District has legal counsel this question was posed to our attorney.  The 

attorney confirmed that having the CSD does not prevent encroachment by a neighboring city.  Chair 

Bello-Kunkel said there is a process for annexation.  If a willing property owner wants annexation to a 

neighboring city and the city wants to annex, KTCSD cannot stop that from happening.   

10. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Continuation of review and discussion regarding draft final report received from Environmental Science 

Associates (ESA) on 7/4/2019.  Report is on District website: 

https://knightsentowncsd.specialdistrict.org/files/f2cd4815f/Knightsen_SW_Report_July3_Draft+%281%29

.pdf 

Given the length of the meeting thus far, Chair Bello-Kunkel proposed that discussion of this item be 

postponed. 

It was moved by Director Matteri and seconded by Chair Bello-Kunkel, to postpone this item to a future 

agenda. 

Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, deFremery, Matteri and Somerhalder, 

Chair Bello-Kunkel.  Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

11. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

A. Presentation(s) by ESA, County Public Works (PWD), East Bay Parks (EBRPD) and/or Habitat 

Conservancy regarding proposed projects and project updates. 

B. Public Hearing regarding proposed projects following presentation(s) by ESA, PWD, EBRPD and/or 

Habitat Conservancy.  

C. Questions regarding Curlew Connex basin.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said this item will be removed as a future 

agenda item because the questions have been answered.  

D. Obtaining documentation from the Parks District about moving water from the District to the 

parks/wetlands.  

E. Revision and update of District By-Laws. 

F. Activities KTCSD may be involved in aside from proposed drainage and flood control infrastructure 

projects. 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

A. The next regularly scheduled board meeting is on Thursday, October 3, 2019, at 7:00pm 

It was moved by Director Somerhalder and seconded by Director Matteri, to adjourn the September 5, 

2019 meeting. 

Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, deFremery, Matteri and Somerhalder, 

Chair Bello-Kunkel.  Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

 The meeting adjourned at 8:33pm.  

https://knightsentowncsd.specialdistrict.org/files/f2cd4815f/Knightsen_SW_Report_July3_Draft+%281%29.pdf
https://knightsentowncsd.specialdistrict.org/files/f2cd4815f/Knightsen_SW_Report_July3_Draft+%281%29.pdf

