
 

 

 

 KNIGHTSEN TOWN COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT (KTCSD) 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

Thursday, June 6, 2019  

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:01pm at the Knightsen Garden Club, 3067 Knightsen Ave., Knightsen, 

CA.  

Members Present: Chair Bello-Kunkel, Vice Chair Somerhalder, Treasurer Matteri, Director Caldwell. 

Members Absent: None (one vacant position). 

Audience Members: 19 in attendance. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Chair Bello-Kunkel called the meeting to order in honor of the 75th anniversary of the D-Day landings, she 

called the roll and asked Barbara D. to lead the pledge of allegiance. 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

It was moved by Director Caldwell, seconded by Director Somerhalder, to approve the agenda for the 

June 6, 2019 regular meeting. 

Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, Matteri and Somerhalder, Chair 

Bello-Kunkel.  Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT (3 MINUTES PER SPEAKER)  

John V. asked about the community dump day.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said she understands the Knightsen Town 

Advisory Council set the dump day for October 19, 2019. 

4. CONSENT CALENDAR  

A. Approve minutes of the May 2, 2019 regular meeting. 

Director Somerhalder asked that the minutes be amended to include the full name of the Knightsen church, 

“Calvary Community Church,” with regard to donating use of the projector. 

It was moved by Director Matteri, seconded by Chair Bello-Kunkel, to approve the minutes of the May 

2, 2019 regular meeting with the amendment of adding the full name of the church, “Calvary 

Community Church”. 

Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, Matteri and Somerhalder, Chair 

Bello-Kunkel.  Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

5. CORRESPONDENCE 

A. Contra Costa LAFCO - request to review/update information for the Local Agency Directory (email). 

Chair Bello-Kunkel said this update has been sent to LAFCO. 

6. TREASURER’S REPORT 

A. Bills Paid:  

i. $26.99, Gilbert Somerhalder, reimbursement for materials and combination lock for district file 

cabinet; 

ii. $7.15, Trish Bello-Kunkel, reimbursement for postage for certified mail to Steve Ohmstede re: 

parcel tax issue; 
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iii. $150.00, Streamline website hosting fee for 4/29 – 7/29/19.  

 

B. Current account balances:  Checking, $18,026.76 32-day CD, $50,000 plus interest & 90-day CD, 

$205,000 plus interest.  Treasurer Matteri reported that to date interest on the 32 day CD totaled $16.88 

and interest on the 90 day CD totaled $84.56. 

7. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 

A. Status of August 27, 2019, vote-by-mail election to fill vacant director seat. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel reported that one candidate, Angie de Fremery, filed paperwork for the vacant seat on the 

Board prior to the filing deadline.  With only one candidate, in-lieu of an election, on June 18, 2019, the 

County Board of Supervisors will appoint Ms. de Fremery to the KTCSD board.  Ms. de Fremery will take the 

oath of office at the August 1, 2019 KTCSD meeting since the July meeting is cancelled due to the 4th of July 

Holiday. 

Director Somerhalder clarified that Ms. de Fremery is being appointed because she is the only person who 

filed for the election by the deadline. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel said that since no election is needed, it will not cost the District the expected $4,800.  The 

District is only being charged a $300 fee, plus $80 newspaper publication notice costs. 

B. Status of search for new District legal counsel. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel reported that working with Director Caldwell a letter was sent to five attorneys with a 

request for information about their capabilities as well as information about the District and what the District’s 

legal needs are.  The firms are asked to respond by July 1, 2019.  Chair Bello-Kunkel and Director Caldwell 

will review the submissions, conduct interviews and target the August 1, 2019 meeting to make a 

recommendation to the Board regarding appointment of legal counsel. 

Discussion: Karen R. asked if the community will have input regarding who is selected.  Chair Bello-Kunkel 

said the Board will make that decision, but at the August 1st meeting, the public will be able to provide 

feedback.  Karen R. asked if the attorneys are local.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said two of the attorney firms are in 

Sacramento, one is in Oakland, and one is in Clayton.  She said it is difficult to find attorneys that have the 

scope of experience the District is looking for. 

8. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Public Hearing to discuss KTCSD budget for Fiscal Year 2019/2020.  (Recommended budget in agenda 

packet on website).  Approve KTCSD budget for Fiscal Year 2019/2020. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel reported that at the May meeting, the Board reviewed the budget and asked for feedback 

from the community.  She pointed out the election expense of $4,800 is being removed from the budget since 

there will not be an election and the $380 is being paid this Fiscal Year so it will not be in the FY 2019/2020 

budget. 

It was moved by Director Somerhalder, seconded by Director Matteri, to approve the Fiscal Year 

2019/2020 budget with the removal of the $4,800 for election costs. 

Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, Matteri and Somerhalder, Chair 

Bello-Kunkel.  Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

B. Discuss and approve special parcel tax rate for tax year 2019/2020. Adopt Resolution 2019-3 setting 

special tax rate for tax year 2019/2020.  Tax options (as discussed during the May 2, 2019 meeting): 

a. Same as last tax year: $100 per developed parcel and $50 per undeveloped parcel;  

OR,  

b. Same as original tax rate: $50 per developed parcel and $25 per undeveloped parcel. 
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Chair Bello-Kunkel said that during the May meeting there was considerable discussion about the parcel tax. 

The community and the Board looked at four different options and narrowed it down to two. 

Discussion: Yvette N. said she prefers the lower option, $50/$25 because that covers expenses, plus the 

District has a balance in the checking account.   

Karen R. asked what the money is used for and asked if the income numbers are yearly.  Chair Bello-Kunkel 

said the District is charged with providing enhanced drainage and flood control services to the community.  

She said the revenue numbers are approximate annual amounts based on the number of parcels. 

Barbara D. said as referenced in the last meeting’s minutes, she would like to keep the tax where it is.  She 

said that since there is a new Board, keeping the status quo is best. 

Jerry D. said since the District has over a quarter of a million dollars banked, the District should go with the 

original tax rate of $50/$25 

Chester H. said he agrees with $50/$25 since the District does have excess funds that may be committed to 

something else, but until we determine what we are going to do we shouldn’t build a “war chest” for something 

we may never do. 

Karen R. asked how much does it cost to take water that is flooding people’s properties and pump it out to the 

levees.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said the last two meetings were spent going over the proposed projects in detail 

and she would be happy to discuss them with individuals separately.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said the estimated 

cost of all the projects now totals over $4.2 million.  She said the District is looking at the projects and if the 

District decides to do the projects it will take far more money than the District currently has. 

Mike E. said that developers should pay the cost when Byron Highway is expanded because that is where the 

biggest problem is.  He said that he was at a meeting where the County said the developers only need to 

replace the same size pipe, even though a larger pipe is needed.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said she is available to 

discuss the projects with individuals because they were discussed in detail during the prior two meetings.  

Also, the discussion materials as well as the feedback from the community have been posted on the KTCSD 

website in a 75-80 page document.  Mike E. said he doesn’t feel like the community should have to pay for it. 

Al B. said he would like the tax to go back to the original amount.  Even if the tax is raised to $2,000, these 

projects can’t be made.  Maybe we should focus on other things to help the community.  He said it would 

probably cost $6,000 per parcel to get anything done.  

Carolyn S. asked if the projects are never done, where the money goes.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said it was 

possible the money could ultimately go to the County. 

Director Caldwell said another possibility may be that the District do some other minor things such as water 

quality testing, or other work we can’t get the County to do. 

Sandra M. asked if the only purpose of the District is to provide infrastructure, or can the District also be in the 

position of negotiating with the County, the wetlands and developers to ensure the interests of Knightsen are 

taken into account.  She said the Board is needed to speak on Knightsen’s behalf on water issues.  Chair 

Bello-Kunkel said that is a valid point, but how much money does the District need to do that.  If the District 

wanted a new charter purpose, we would need to go back to LAFCO to do that.   

Sandra M. asked whether the current charter requires building infrastructure.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said she 

would like to add this as a future agenda item to discuss alternatives for the District.  Sandra M. said she 

supports the lower tax amount. 

Carolyn S. asked if KTAC is supposed to be the “go between” with the County.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said yes 

with regard to non-water related issues. 
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Director Caldwell said it makes sense to lower the tax, but he worries that lowering the tax will send the 

message that the District is backing off the projects.  Barbara D. said she also supports keeping the tax at the 

current rate. 

Director Matteri said she supports reducing the tax. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel said her opinion is to reduce the tax to $50/$25.  She said the community has spent many 

hours discussing the projects, understanding the projects, what the cost/benefits are and understanding the 

financial responsibilities.  Once we put a shovel in the ground, we own it, so we need to be very careful about 

that.  If LAFCO were to ask the District about doing a Municipal Services Review (MSR), she would say the 

community has looked at the projects even though we don’t have a draft final report, only pieces of 

information, and we are trying to determine whether these projects make sense for the community and what 

are the financial impacts on the community.  We don’t have all the information yet.  We don’t know what the 

maintenance costs are.  We are trying to understand these projects including the connection with the 

wetlands and we don’t have that report either.  We are taking a hard look at these projects and if we want to 

do them then we need to go back to the voters for more tax authorization. 

Director Somerhalder said the money in the bank and all the money spent over the 14 years of existence, we 

accumulated about $20,000 a year after expenses.  The proposed projects are estimated to cost $4 million, 

but it could end up being double that amount.  So far all we have gotten is reports.  We could raise the tax to 

the maximum and it would not be enough.  He supports $50/$25 until the District decides whether it is going 

to do something. 

It was moved by Director Somerhalder, seconded by Director Matteri, to set the tax at $50 per 

developed parcel and $25 per undeveloped parcel. 

Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Director Matteri, Director Somerhalder, Chair 

Bello-Kunkel.  Noes: Director Caldwell; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

9. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Approve the removal of the old KTCSD website (https://www.knightsencsd.com/) hosted by Weebly. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel said traffic is monitored on the website and we have over 100 users.  Out of a voter 

population of 923 people more than 10% are using the website.  The District cannot see specifically who is 

accessing the website, only aggregate numbers.  LAFCO has praised the District for its website. 

The prior website hosted by Weebly was not legally compliant.  Director Caldwell has kept the old Weebly 

website alive to redirect users to the new website.  This item is on the agenda to now eliminate the old 

website. 

It was moved by Chair Bello-Kunkel, seconded by Director Matteri, to remove the Weebly hosted 

website. 

Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, Matteri and Somerhalder, Chair 

Bello-Kunkel.  Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

B. Discuss and authorize Chair to send a letter to President of Environmental Science Associates (ESA) 

requesting update on completion of ESA’s draft final report.  

Chair Bello-Kunkel reminded everyone the District does not have the final draft report yet.  Piecemeal 

information has been received from the consultant that was used for the community presentations and 

discussion.  The District has not received any additional information since the April meeting.  Chair 

Bello-Kunkel said the report is two years overdue.   

 

 

https://www.knightsencsd.com/
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Discussion: Robin P. noted that if the same company providing KTCSD’s report is also preparing a report for 

the wetlands, the report will be written in such a way to benefit the wetlands.  Robin P. asked if we can get a 

report from a different company not involved with the wetlands.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said the work has already 

been done and the money spent. Involving another consultant would cost the District much more money. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel proposed sending a letter if the report is not received by the end of June.  Director 

Caldwell asked what the Chair thinks the result will be.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said we have most of the 

information already, but there are unanswered questions such as what was the assumption modeling for the 

report.  Director Caldwell asked how pushing for the report helps the District.  He said there is no way they 

will give the money back.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said without the report we don’t have information to make 

decisions.  Director Caldwell asked whether the report taking more time poses a problem for us.  Chair 

Bello-Kunkel said we have a contract that the report would be provided and it has not been provided. 

Dino M. said since the consultant is two years late providing the report, the letter should state that they need to 

give the District more time to review and comment on the report when it is received. 

Paul K. said he believes the point is they were supposed to provide the report so the District could apply for 

grant funding.  He said that is the argument for asking for our money back if we don’t get the report in time to 

apply for grant funding because then the report is useless. 

Robin P. said things change and since the report was started so long ago the information may be out-of-date.  

Chair Bello-Kunkel said an example of that was mentioned by Stephanie P. at the last meeting.  It was 

confirmed the “wood” culvert the consultant said runs under the railroad tracks is actually corrugated metal 

pipe (CMP) and is not the size the consultant reported.  Further Chair Bello-Kunkel said she discovered the 

information about a “wood” culvert came from the 1998 Mattern Report which is over 20 years old. 

Barbara D. said she shares Director Caldwell’s concerns. It might be better for the District to have time, rather 

than be put in a corner.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said that once the report is delivered it is not over.  Many 

questions have already been identified including what the County’s obligations are given the proposed road 

widenings.  Once we get the report we need to go back to the County with questions as well.  Barbara D. 

said an unresolved question is whether having the services district absolves the County of its responsibility.  

Chair Bello-Kunkel said the County is still responsible for the drainage they have, but we need an attorney to 

help us identify what are the District’s responsibilities and the County’s responsibilities.  Barbara D. said this is 

important because it may involve how we discharge our water in the future and whether we do discharge it. 

Director Caldwell said he doesn’t see the advantage to hurrying the consultant.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said she 

is concerned about the grant issue, if the grant funding deadline is missed. 

Sandra M. said maybe the bigger issue is that the Board is on record asking for the report.  She said a 60 day 

notice is not uncommon.  Since it has been over 60 days since the last inquiry about the report it is timely to 

ask again. 

It was moved by Chair Bello-Kunkel, seconded by Director Matteri, to send an email/letter to ESA 

asking for status of the draft final report. 

Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, Matteri and Somerhalder, Chair 

Bello-Kunkel.  Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

C. Discuss and authorize Chair to send a letter to the Knightsen Town Advisory Council (KTAC) requesting 

that KTAC send a representative to KTCSD meetings, and requesting that KTAC schedule the KTCSD 

presentation on KTAC agendas under “Agency Reports.”  
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Chair Bello-Kunkel said Chester H. raised the issue of KTCSD sending a representative to KTAC meetings 

and visa-versa at the last meeting.  Chair Bello-Kunkel discussed this with Lea Castleberry.  Director 

Somerhalder made a report at the first KTAC meeting.  The KTCSD report was put under the KTAC agenda 

item, “Committee/Member Reports.”  KTCSD is not a committee of KTAC and the KTCSD Board members 

are no longer board members of KTAC.  KTCSD is independent of KTAC and that has been a point of 

confusion in the community.  Chair Bello-Kunkel brought this to Lea Castleberry’s attention and was told it 

was done that way because Bethel Island does it that way.  Chair Bello-Kunkel asked for authorization to 

send a letter to Lea Castleberry.   

Discussion:  Director Caldwell asked about sending the letter to the Chair of KTAC instead.  Chair 

Bello-Kunkel said she would address both.  Director Matteri said she was at the first KTAC meeting and the 

question of them sending a representative to KTCSD was raised.  A question was asked whether that is 

“mandatory.”  It wasn’t clear if KTAC will be sending a representative.  Karen R. said it will be on a future 

KTAC agenda. 

It was moved by Director Matteri, seconded by Director Caldwell, to send a letter to KTAC requesting 

that KTAC send a representative to KTCSD meetings, and requesting that KTAC schedule the KTCSD 

presentation on KTAC agendas under “Agency Reports.”  

Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, Matteri and Somerhalder, Chair 

Bello-Kunkel.  Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

10. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

A. Discussion of draft final report from ESA.  (Will be made available on the District website when received).  

B. Presentation(s) by ESA, County Public Works (PWD), East Bay Parks (EBRPD) and/or Habitat 

Conservancy regarding proposed projects and project updates. 

C. Public Hearing regarding proposed projects following presentation(s) by ESA, PWD, EBRPD and/or 

Habitat Conservancy.  

D. Questions regarding Curlew Connex basin.  

E. Obtaining documentation from the Parks District about moving water from the District to the 

parks/wetlands. 

F. Determination whether having a special district protects Knightsen’s boundaries from encroachment by 

Oakley and Brentwood. 

G. Revision and update of District By-Laws. 

 

11. ADJOURNMENT 

A. The next regularly scheduled board meeting on Thursday, July 4, 2019 is CANCELLED due to the 

Independence Day Holiday. 

 

B. The next regularly scheduled board meeting will be held on Thursday, August 1, 2019 at 7:00pm. 

 

It was moved by Director Caldwell, seconded by Chair Bello-Kunkel, to adjourn the June 6, 2019 

meeting. 

Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, Matteri and Somerhalder, Chair 

Bello-Kunkel.  Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:57pm. 


