
 

KTCSD Special Meeting 2/14/19  

Background/History 

 

DATE HISTORY REFERENCE 

1/7/2010 KTCSD signs MoU with Nunn Farms.  (Exhibit A).  Agreement states it is 
effective when “flooding condition exists.”  “Ron Nunn farms will discharge into 
No Name Slough.”  KTCSD will coordinate this plan and notify and work with 
other agencies…”. “All reasonable expenses will be reimbursed.”  The MoU 
states, “Either party can cancel this agreement at any time for any reason.” 

MoU and Agreement 
for the Knightsen 
Emergency 
Contingency Flood 
Plan – 2010 
(EXHIBIT A). 

2016 Nunn parcel sold to East Bay Regional Parks District (EBRPD).  

1/10/2017 KTCSD Chairperson Steve Ohmstede states ditches along Delta Road and Byron 
Highway are full.   “…at the location of the ditch on the South side of Delta at the 
proposed intake to the EBRPD property is overflowing the top into the field at that 
location.  The former opening from past flooding to let the water flow onto the 
Nunn property has been filled in no access for the water to travel to the river to be 
pumped in.  So I think it might be time to have an on site meeting so we can 
reopen that site to let the water flow into the ditch to be pumped into the river as 
in the past.  The sooner the better, KTCSD agreed to pay the electric bill in 
prior cases and will do the same.”  

E-mail from Steve 
Ohmstede to Abigail 
Fateman 
(Conservancy) and 
others 

1/10/2017 East Contra Costa County Habitat Conservancy, Executive Director, Abigail 
Fateman states, “When we/EBRPD acquired the property we said that we would 
continue to operate under the MOU.” 

E-mail from Abigail 
Fateman to Steve 
Ohmstede and others 

Early 2017 KTCSD rents pump from Rain for Rent and pumps water.  

1/30/2017 KTCSD Chairperson Steve Ohmstede and Director Al Simas met with 
representatives from County Public Works, Habitat Conservancy and East Bay 
Regional Parks to discuss “MOU/Letter of Agreement.”  Minutes from this 
meeting state there was a need for a “simple Letter Agreement.”  “After the 
“Restoration Project is designed and before it is built, a more formal MOU 
will be needed.” (EXHIBIT B). 
 
Minutes reflect that Abigail Fateman was to draft a Letter of Agreement.  Minutes 
reflect what would be in the agreement. In part, agreement would provide for the 
following: 1) Property will accept current storm flows; 2) KCSD will pay for 
pump fuel costs when pumping flood waters; 3) Parks District and KCSD 
will coordinate management of current flood flows.  
 
APPARENTLY THE LETTER AGREEMENT WAS NEVER PREPARED BY 
ABIGAIL FATEMAN. 

Knightsen 
Memorandum of 
Understanding 
Meeting Minutes 
January 30, 2017 
(EXHIBIT B) 

2/2/2017 KTCSD Chair Steve Ohmstede reports, “A good standing letter is in place 
between EBRPD/Nunn Property and CSD.” 
 

Minutes of KTCSD 
Meeting on February 
2, 2017 

3/2/2017 After the pumping had already been done, KTCSD Board approved the following: 
 
“Approve emergency contract with Rain for Rent for pump and equipment 
for 30 days” 
 
“Approve emergency fuel agreement reimbursement for diesel service with 
Baldocchi farms for 30 days.” 
 
“Approve emergency agreement for reimbursement for stand by person to 
oversee pump operations and fueling for 30 days.” 
 
 
 
 

Minutes of KTCSD 
Meeting on March 2, 
2017 



 

DATE HISTORY REFERENCE 

4/6/2017 $403.65 bill from Baldocchi Farms for 135 gallons of diesel. 
 
Steve Ohmstede reported, “Pump on Nunn Property worked well and has been 
picked up.  If the pump is needed again Rain for Rent in Oakley has all the 
information for an authorized person to call and get again.” 

Minutes of KTCSD 
Meeting on April 6, 
2017.  Check #386. 

4/9/2017 Total of $3,416.92 paid to Rain for Rent for pump rental. Check #383 and 
#384. 

Various 
times 2017 
and 2018 

After KTCSD Board increases parcel tax, Knightsen community members begin 
attending KTCSD meetings in considerable numbers.  On several occasions 
community asks Board about the existence of an agreement/MoU with the Parks 
District.  The KTCSD Board indicates it is being worked on. 

 

This week, 
2/12/2019 

 “Tom Baldocchi has let me know that the drainage that is accumulating on 
the Nunn property and he thinks needs additional pumping to prevent levee 
overtopping if there is more rain/run off from Knightsen that is directed to 
the property.  In the past Steve Ohmstede had coordinated pumping during 
high rain events, and when flooding may occur.  In anticipation of the 
upcoming rain event(s) I wanted to reach out to you to make sure the CSD 
had a plan in place for pumping.  
 
I have cc’d Dan Cunning (with EBRPD), Tom Baldocchi (with Veale Tract) and 
Lea Castleberry – all who may be able to assist with coordinating efforts to 
ensure that run-off doesn’t impact any neighbors (in the community of 
Knightsen, the Nunn property or Veale Tract). 
 
I have attached the MOU between Nunn and the Knightsen CSD (which 
EBRPD agreed to honor as they took over ownership, and Nunn remained 
as the land manager).” 

E-mail from Abigail 
Fateman to Trish 
Bello-Kunkel and 
others 

2/12/2019  “I need to discuss this with other Board members.  I was not aware that 
there is an agreement with EBRPD on this matter.  In fact every indication I had 
was that there is no longer such an agreement with regard to the former Nunn 
Property.  However, understand there has been 100% turnover on the Board and 
we have inherited a very large volume of files and it is taking time to pore through 
these documents.  Any light you can shed on this matter of an existing 
agreement, (including any documentation of a signed agreement with EBRPD) 
would be very helpful.” 

E-mail from Trish 
Bello-Kunkel to 
Abigail Fateman 

2/12/2019  “There was not a new agreement signed with EBRPD, The CSD asked and 
EBRPD agreed to keep honoring the existing agreement - and as the Ranch 
manager  (Nunn) is the same, and everything had been working smoothly.  Steve 
Ohmstede can probably provide additional background... But the general history 
is that run-off from the community of Knightsen is directed onto the Nunn 
property.  This for the most part prevents it backing up in ditches and flooding 
parts of downtown.  In higher run-off events, the ditches can’t keep up and the 
run-off then floods the Nunn ranch (impacting crops) and threatens to overtop 
levees between Knightsen and Veale Tract.  When it does overtop the levee, it 
threatens the crops and property (and water quality) on Veale Tract.   
 
There is no natural outlet for water that falls in the community.  It has to percolate 
into the ground, be stored on site, or be moved off site (and this 3rd option is 
where the Nunn property plays a significant part).  The agreement basically says 
that Knightsen can continue to send water to the Nunn property, but will need to 
pay for pumps/fuel in times that these pumps/fuel is needed to drain the water 
into No Name slough. 
 
I am available until 3 pm today if you would like to discuss by phone.” 

E-mail from Abigail 
Fateman to Trish 
Bello-Kunkel 

 

 


