
 

 

 

 KNIGHTSEN TOWN COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT (KTCSD) 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

 

Thursday, May 2, 2019 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:33pm at the Knightsen Garden Club, 3067 Knightsen Ave., Knightsen, CA.  

 

Members Present: Chair Bello-Kunkel, Vice Chair Somerhalder, Treasurer Matteri, Director Caldwell.  

Members Absent: None (one vacant position).  

Audience Members: 16 in attendance.    

  

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Chair Bello-Kunkel called the roll and Director Matteri led the pledge of allegiance. 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

It was moved by Director Caldwell, seconded by Director Somerhalder, to approve the agenda for the May 

2, 2019 regular meeting.  

Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, Matteri and Somerhalder, Chair 

Bello-Kunkel.  Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT (3 MINUTES PER SPEAKER)  

Chester H. asked whether KTCSD will be sending a representative to the Knightsen Town Advisory Council 

(KTAC) meetings now that KTAC is resuming business.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said that since KTAC and KTCSD 

now have separate membership, she agreed that KTCSD should have representation at KTAC.  Chester H. said 

he would bring up the same subject at the KTAC meeting.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said she would talk to Lea 

Castleberry (Office of Supervisor Burgis) about this. 

4. CONSENT CALENDAR 

A. Approve minutes of the April 4, 2019 regular meeting. 

It was moved by Director Matteri, seconded by Director Caldwell, to approve the minutes of the April 4, 

2019 regular meeting.  

Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, Matteri and Somerhalder, Chair 

Bello-Kunkel.  Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

5. CORRESPONDENCE  

A. 4/23/19 e-mail from Croce, Sanguinetti and Vander Veen re: filing 2018 annual compensation report with 

State Controller’s Office. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel said that the District has to do a lot of paperwork for the State.  One of these items is a 

compensation report.  She said none of the KTCSD Board members receive compensation and the District has 

no employees so there is no compensation to report.  Nevertheless, the District must file this report and the 

completed report will be posted on the website. 
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6. TREASURER’S REPORT 

A. Bill Paid: 4/5/2019: Croce, Sanguinetti and Vander Veen, Annual Audit, $4,885 (budgeted expense). 

B. Parcel Tax Revenue Received/Deposited: $21,496.34. 

C. Status of obtaining $175 left on retainer from Alvis Quashnock and Associates legal firm.  Treasurer Matteri 

reported this money was deposited in the District’s bank account. 

D. Current account balance.  $273,493.27 

7. DIRECTORS’ REPORTS 

A. Update on East Bay Regional Parks District pumping water off the park’s wetlands property using Rain for 

Rent equipment - Director Somerhalder. 

Director Somerhalder reported that the Parks District rented a DV150c Power Prime pump that has a John Deere 

diesel engine.  The pump was rented on February 15, 2019, the day after the KTCSD February 14th special 

meeting and it was returned to Rain for Rent on February 21st.  The cost of the rental was $1,924.15 and it was 

used for 120 hours.  The engine uses 1.5 gallons of fuel per hour which means approximately 180 gallons of fuel 

was used.  The cost of the fuel was probably somewhere between $500 and $700 depending upon the cost of 

fuel. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel stated that at the February 14, 2019 special meeting, KTCSD agreed to reimburse for the cost 

of diesel up to a limit of $1,000, but did not agree to pay for the pump rental. She stated no bill has been received 

for reimbursement.  She also said Abigail Fateman of the Nature Conservancy has not responded to the letter 

that was sent to her following the February 14th meeting.  She said that Director Somerhalder looked in to the fuel 

costs for the pump so the District would know what they may be required to pay. 

Discussion:  Barbara D. asked if we know how many gallons of water were pumped.  Director Somerhalder 

responded that Rain for Rent does not track that.  He said that specifications on the pump do indicate how much 

it can pump, but he did not look at that. 

8. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 

A. Parcel tax assessment issue – Update: Letter to former KTCSD Chairperson, Steve Ohmstede, re: Measure Z 

tax increase; Letter to California Special Districts Association (CSDA).  (Both documents included in agenda 

packet on website); 

Chair Bello-Kunkel said a question had been raised regarding how high the District’s special parcel tax can be 

set.  Francisco and Associates reported that the maximum tax could be $286 per developed parcel and $143 per 

undeveloped parcel.  She stated these numbers are derived by taking the maximum tax in Measure Z and adding 

the Consumer Price Index (CPI) inflation since 2005.  Chair Bello-Kunkel asked Francisco and Associates about 

the legality of doing this.  The response was to refer the matter to County Counsel.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said the 

District does not have access to County Counsel’s services, so the matter was referred to LAFCO.  Since 

LAFCO wrote Measure Z as well as the impartial analysis of Measure Z, she asked them for an interpretation.  

LAFCO’s response was that interpretation of tax measures can be complicated and the subject of legal action and 

they did not provide a definitive answer.  LAFCO suggested the District bring this up with the California Special 

Districts Association (CSDA). 

CSDA was contacted.  As a member of CSDA the District receives one hour of free legal advice per year.  The 

District asked for a legal opinion and the attorney confirmed that the tax can be increased to the levels stated by 

Francisco and Associates meaning that the CPI increases can be “banked” year-to-year.  Chair Bello-Kunkel 

noted that this is one attorney’s opinion and another attorney could offer a different opinion. 
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Chair Bello-Kunkel said that the District also attempted to contact former KTCSD member, Steve Ohmstede, who 

was Chairperson when the tax was increased in 2016 and 2017.  She said the District tried to contact Mr. 

Ohmstede because the KTCSD meeting minutes for July 7, 2016 stated that he had talked to Supervisor Piepho’s 

office regarding what the maximum tax rate could be and he was told it could only be raised by 2%.  Chair 

Bello-Kunkel said that in 2017 the tax was quadrupled, so there must have been some other information obtained 

by the District Board in between July 2016 and when the tax was raised.  A certified mail letter was sent to Mr. 

Ohmstede and there was no response because receipt of the letter was refused. 

Discussion: Bonnie P. asked if the Assessor’s Office can shed light on this question.  She asked who decides 

what the tax amount is. Chair Bello-Kunkel explained the special tax is not a fixed tax based on assessed 

property value.  Yvette N. asked if the KTCSD Board has the authority to roll the tax back.  Chair Bello-Kunkel 

responded yes the Board has the authority to set the tax at any level up to $286/$143 without going back to the 

voters. 

B. Follow-up on Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC) e-mail re: census information. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel said the District got an email about something the FPPC calls a “Streamline Program.”  She 

said she contacted the FPPC with follow-up questions.  She told the FPPC we have approximately 963 voters 

and 1,600 people.  The contact at the FPPC said that is all they need to know.  The FPPC representative said 

that with small districts sometimes they simply ask that the districts send photographs of their “welcome” signs 

with the population listed.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said FPPC requests this information so that if someone files a 

complaint with them, they have some idea what the impact may be. 

C. Status of August 27, 2019, vote-by-mail election to fill vacant director seat. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel said the Resolution requesting the election was delivered to the County and the Elections 

Division posted it as required in the East County Times.  The nomination period starts on May 6, 2019, and ends 

on May 31st.  Anyone interested in the position on the Board can go to the County Elections office to obtain 

paperwork during the nomination period.  The Elections Office is open Monday through Friday, 8am to 5pm 

except on Holidays.  Requirements are to be a registered voter, reside within the KTCSD boundaries, not have a 

criminal record and be at least 18 years old. 

D. Options for new District legal counsel. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel said that at the last meeting she said the District needs an attorney on retainer so that if a 

legal issue comes up we have a point person to go to.  She said the District needs an attorney with particular 

knowledge in public sector law, drainage law, land use law and contract law.  She identified five possible firms.  

Looking at information on their websites she narrowed the list down to three firms, two in Sacramento and one in 

Oakland.  The two other firms were in Oakland and San Francisco respectively. 

As a next step Chair Bello-Kunkel wants to send the firms requests for information describing the District, what 

services the District is looking for, asking the firms to describe their expertise in those areas, and asking them 

what their hourly rates are.  Chair Bello-Kunkel asked if one other Board member would volunteer to work with 

her to review the submissions from the firms.  Director Caldwell volunteered to participate in the review process.  

Chair Bello-Kunkel said the recommendation will come back to the entire Board for approval. 

E. Status of Environmental Science Associates (ESA) draft final report. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel said we will be continuing the review of the projects later in the meeting.  The presentation 

has been updated and is available on the website.  Right before the last meeting the ESA representative 

contacted her and said he had updates.  It was too late to incorporate the updates in to last month’s presentation, 

but they have been incorporated into tonight’s presentation. 

 

 



KTCSD Regular Board Meeting  Minutes 5/2/2019 

Page 4 of 9  
 

 

Chair Bello-Kunkel said she has been considering whether we should move forward with the presentation, or 

push for the draft final report and wait until that is received.  The District needs to make decisions on a budget 

and on the special parcel tax for next year.  It seems like information is coming out in an iteration process and we 

don’t know when the draft final report will arrive.  What she would like to do is inquire about the status of the draft 

final report, but meanwhile move ahead with presenting the information the District already has.  Director 

Caldwell said that while the price keeps going up, he believes we have a “ballpark” to start making decisions and 

he concurs with moving forward with the presentation. 

Discussion:  Bonnie P. asked what the purpose of the projects is.  She said she would just abolish it.  She 

questioned the need for these huge projects for such a small community.  She asked why the County is not 

addressing these matters especially in areas where they have plans to expand roadways.  She pointed out the 

estimate for the projects is about $4 million and usually actual expenses are about double the estimates.  There 

is huge liability with these projects and budgeting only $10,000 for an attorney would only be enough for the 

retainer fee. 

Director Caldwell said one reason for hiring an attorney is that if the decision is to abolish KTCSD or the whole 

idea of the projects, we need to ensure it is done properly and the County doesn’t step in and charge us for the 

same thing.  Bonnie P. said she is worried about the liability of the ditch project itself. 

Director Somerhalder said we have to go through the whole review process to determine whether the projects are 

feasible before any decisions are made to abolish the District or not.  Bonnie P. asked whether it is because we 

are a special district that we have to make that decision, not the County.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said that when 

KTCSD was founded by the voters in 2005 (Measure Z) the District was chartered to provide flood control, 

drainage and water quality.  That is why KTCSD exists.  No services have been rendered and no shovels have 

been put in the ground for 14 years. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel said Director Caldwell asked how much money has been collected from tax payers since 

2005.  Looking at audit information, KTCSD has acquired $467,861 in tax revenue.  She said that doesn’t reflect 

the most recent deposit, so it is now over $480,000.  Director Caldwell pointed out that to date the District has 

therefore spent over $200,000 and got nothing for it so far.  Chair Bello-Kunkel pointed out the ESA $49,000 

contract is over 10% of tax revenue received, so obtaining the report is a big deal to the community.   Barbara D. 

said that is another reason we need a legal opinion. 

Reiterating comments by Directors Caldwell and Somerhalder, Chair Bello-Kunkel said that if the Board decides 

to not do the projects, the District will need legal guidance.  She pointed out that LAFCO previously was looking 

at dissolving the Board because no services were being provided.  Director Somerhalder said that if LAFCO 

dissolves the Board the District would not go away, the District’s responsibilities would be turned over to another 

County agency and we would have no input.  He said that if the decision is to dissolve the District it needs to be 

done by a vote of the people.  We need to continue to review the projects then determine if the community wants 

the projects.  Barbara D. said we need to understand all the caveats and the small print. 

9. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Discuss recommended KTCSD budget for Fiscal Year 2019/2020.  (Included in agenda packet on website).  

Final budget to be approved at June 6, 2019 meeting. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel said there is a two-step process for budget approval.  First we discuss what should be in the 

budget, then at the next meeting it will be placed on the Board agenda for approval.  A notice needs to be placed 

in the newspaper in advance of the meeting when the budget is due to be approved.  Chair Bello-Kunkel 

reviewed the items on the recommended budget which was posted on the website as part of the agenda packet.  

She said many of the items in the budget are recurring annual items and in those cases we know what the actual 

expenses will be or approximate.  One item we don’t know actual expenses for is legal services.  $10,000 is an 

estimate.  The amount listed for the ESA report is the amount remaining on the contract which is unpaid.  Chair 

Bello-Kunkel said she does not foresee paying any additional amounts to ESA. 
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Chair Bello-Kunkel said that she has attended two events hosted by the County Special District’s Association to 

whom the District has paid annual dues of $100.  She said her opinion is there is little value in continuing that 

membership.  Membership in the California Special Districts Association (CSDA) is very important.  Membership 

cost is based upon operating revenue so KTCSD only pays about $177 and CSDA provides lots of useful 

information.  There are free resources for the ethics training that is required for Board members.  The Board 

members are not requesting reimbursement for local travel (e.g. to Martinez). 

Elections expense will largely depend upon how many people file nomination papers for the election.  If an 

election is actually held, the cost will be approximately $4,800. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel said the public newspaper notice for the Budget Hearing in June will need to be added to the 

budget.  It is only about $35. 

Discussion: Barbara D. asked if there is a rental fee for the projector used for the project presentations.  Chair 

Bello-Kunkel said that is being loaned by the school free of charge.  The projector screen is on loan from the 

Calvary Community Church of Knightsen free of charge. 

No one on the Board or in the audience had anything to add regarding the budget. 

B. Discuss tax rate for Fiscal Year 2019/2020.  (Summary of options included in agenda packet on website).  

Resolution to authorize tax rate to be approved at June 6, 2019 meeting. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel discussed the four tax rate options included in the agenda packet on the website.   

Discussion: Pat S. asked how the money is used.  Referring to the proposed budget, Chair Bello-Kunkel 

explained that a certain amount goes towards the District’s annual expenses.  The rest is deposited in the bank. 

Bonnie P. asked whether the District receives the money twice a year.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said the money is 

received as installments every six months.  Bonnie P. asked if that is the entire revenue.  Chair Bello-Kunkel 

responded yes, but in addition sometimes the District receives late fees.   

Stephanie P. said if the District goes with $100 per developed parcel and $50 per undeveloped parcel, with 

income exceeding the budget what are we allowed to do with that money?  Chair Bello-Kunkel said that money 

would either go towards the proposed projects, or some other activities that fall within the charter of the District.  

Chair Bello-Kunkel explained that if the District were to do all the proposed projects at the cost of $4+ million 

dollars that would exceed the revenue the District is able to bring in, so other alternatives could be considered.  

She said the District hasn’t explored other alternatives yet because the focus now is on understanding the 

projects being proposed.  Right now the District needs to get answers regarding the proposed projects and make 

decisions regarding doing any of those projects.  After that we can consider whether to do other things in line 

with flood control and drainage.  Stephanie P. said so that is the parameter that the money would need to be 

spent on.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said the money must be used for administrative costs, or for flood control and 

drainage.  Perhaps down the road the community may decide to change the District’s charter and do something 

else, but for now the focus is on these projects.  We need to come to a conclusion whether the District will 

implement any of these projects. 

Director Caldwell said that he believes that everyone is in agreement that the Board will not spend money without 

public approval. 

Liz R. said she was unsure whether the District wants to remain as an organization, or not, but there are flood 

issues the money could be used for.  She mentioned pollution and water testing.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said there 

have been other ideas floated around over the years.  She said that in the District files she saw an idea about 

training for residents to get their ground to percolate better, and things like that.  Right now we have the 

proposed projects in front of us and we need to make decisions regarding them.  After that we can look at other 

options.  We can also look at what County Flood Control is supposed to be doing with regard to drainage and 

flood control.  Besides ad valorem property taxes, some taxpayers are paying a California-Fed Stormwater Fee 

and people on Eagle Lane are paying money to the Irrigation District for drainage. 
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Director Somerhalder said the prior Board spent a lot of money on these studies, so we need to go through the 

studies and determine if they are feasible.  We can’t just throw these studies away because a lot of money was 

spent for them.  Liz R. expressed concern about where the Board members’ “hearts” are with regard to 

continuing the effort because she wants the District to remain as a “stop gap” and not have the services turned 

over to the County.  Director Matteri said the Board doesn’t know those answers right now.  Director Caldwell 

said we want the County to do what they are supposed to be doing.  We want to coordinate with them, not do the 

work instead of them. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel said there is information on the website regarding what the County’s responsibilities are.  

They are responsible for the roadside ditches on Delta, Byron Highway and downtown Knightsen.  Director 

Caldwell said it could be that as soon as we touch them they become our responsibility.  Director Somerhalder 

said we would still have to pay taxes to the County, so we don’t want to be double taxed. 

Barbara D. said we need to determine if we have a genuine need and determine a checklist/selection criteria.  

We need to identify what needs to be done and why.  It can’t be just “my place gets too much water when it 

rains,” because that may not be a need, it may not be a flood concern.  Chair Bello-Kunkel pointed out that some 

areas get more water than other areas, but standing water is not a flood. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel proposed that the tax be set at $50 per developed parcel and $25 per undeveloped parcel 

because at this time the Board does not have answers.  At this time we don’t know if we are going to do these 

projects or not and if we do the projects we will need to go back to the voters because $280 per parcel will not be 

enough.  Looking at the proposed budget and looking at the revenue brought in by the different tax options, she 

said if it were her own household budget she would look at how much she needs to bring in to meet the budget.  

$50 and $25 will cover what we need to pay and we still have $270,000 in the bank if we need it.  After we get 

through the project review process we can step back and determine what we want to do as a community.  

Director Caldwell said this would essentially mean “float” for a year while we are making our decisions. 

Director Caldwell said he is tempted to go to the $100 option so we have a little more, but with the big buffer in the 

bank what the Chair proposed makes sense.  Chester H. said the Board could set the tax at $50 + 2%.  Chair 

Bello-Kunkel said that would only generate a few more dollars.  Director Caldwell expressed concern that 

lowering the tax could be perceived as a message that the District intends to dissolve.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said 

she appreciates that concern because the District does not know if it will dissolve, or not.  She said if LAFCO 

questioned it, her response would be we don’t know if we are doing the projects and the prior Board did not want 

to raise the tax until they had a project.  We want to set the tax to match our budget until we know what we can 

and will do.  She said if the District moved to $0 then there would be an issue.  Barbara D. said $50 and $25 

doesn’t cover the budget.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said that when you add in interest from CD’s it does cover the 

budget. 

Stephanie P. pointed out that some numbers in the budget are just estimates, such as the $10,000 for the 

attorney and the $4,800 for the election which could be less. 

Bonnie P. expressed support for remaining at $100 and $50 because it can be difficult to reverse it.  Chair 

Bello-Kunkel pointed out that last year’s Board did reverse it, they went from $200 to $100 and there was no 

notice when it was reduced by half.  Barbara D. said the situation now is different.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said it is 

and it isn’t.  If she were called to LAFCO she would say the community is looking at the projects and reviewing 

them very carefully and the Board is bringing the issue back to the people. 

Bonnie P. asked how many years does the money in the bank represent.  Chair Bello-Kunkel says that is 14 

years dating back to 2005.  Paul K. pointed out that since about $200,000 has been spent over the years, 

actually the District has brought in about $470,000 over those years.  Stephanie P. said the Chair’s proposal 

makes sense if it is questioned because it was higher last year to pay for the $50,000 study.  We don’t know 

what we are going to do this year, we aren’t planning any more studies, and we need to go over the findings so it 

is logical to pull the tax back. 
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Chair Bello-Kunkel said she was hearing two opinions, some say $50/$25 and others say status quo $100/$50.  

She said we need to get to discussion of the projects and we aren’t making a decision on the tax tonight.  She 

said we are listening to the community and that’s how the new Board works.  She suggested that community 

members offer their opinions to individual Board members or express their opinions in emails to the Board.  She 

suggested that community members talk to their neighbors about this issue. 

Barbara D. said the psychology for the community will always be to leave it where it is rather than try to raise it if 

needed.  She said most community members aren’t going through the projects like we are in the meetings, they 

will only see the dollar amount of the tax.  Chair Bello-Kunkel pointed out that if the decision is to do the projects 

it will have to go back to the voters because the existing tax authorization won’t cover it. 

Jerry D. stated the budget is an estimate, while the $50/$25 is a fact and there is a quarter of a million in the bank, 

so to him it is a “no brainer” to cut it back. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel asked everyone to come back to the next meeting when a decision will be made. 

C. Discuss KTCSD meeting time: 7:00pm or 7:30pm?  Approve new meeting start time if necessary. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel asked everyone in the audience to express their opinion by a show of hands regarding 

whether the Board meetings should start at 7:00pm or 7:30pm.  She said if people don’t care either way they can 

vote twice.  Paul K. was asked to count the show of hands.  15 people raised their hands for 7:00pm.  8 people 

raised their hands for 7:30pm.  Director Caldwell asked if there is anyone who cannot make it to the meeting at 

7:00pm.  Barbara D. said some members of her family may not be able to attend at 7:00pm. 

It was moved by Chair Bello-Kunkel, seconded by Director Somerhalder, to move the KTCSD Board 

meeting time to 7:00pm.  

Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, Matteri and Somerhalder, Chair 

Bello-Kunkel.  Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

10. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Discuss and approve investment strategy of district funds (interest bearing CDs) at Bank of the West (district’s 

new bank) – Director Matteri.  (Included in agenda packet on website). 

Treasurer Matteri said she and Chair Bello-Kunkel visited the bank to discuss the investment of the District’s 

money.  She briefly reviewed the investment proposal included in the agenda packet on the website.   

Discussion:  Bonnie P. asked why the investment return numbers are so “pathetic,” is it because it’s public 

funds?  Chair Bello-Kunkel said that is the reason. 

It was moved by Director Caldwell, seconded by Chair Bello-Kunkel to invest District funds in accordance 

with the proposal in the Treasurer’s plan.  

Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, Matteri and Somerhalder, Chair 

Bello-Kunkel.  Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None.   

B. Continue review of preliminary documentation of proposed 7 projects and costs. Obtain community’s initial 

feedback.  (Updated presentation included in agenda packet on district website). 

At approximately 8:41pm, Chair Bello-Kunkel continued the presentation on the proposed projects that 

commenced at the April 4, 2019 KTCSD Board meeting.  She presented the projects using a Powerpoint slide 

presentation. NOTE: SINCE THE PRESENTATION FOLLOWED THE POWERPOINT SLIDE PRESENTATION, 

THE MINUTES DO NOT REFLECT ALL OF THE STATEMENTS MADE PRESENTING/EXPLAINING EACH 

SLIDE BECAUSE THAT WOULD BE REDUNDANT.  INSTEAD THE PRESENTATION IS HEREIN 

INCORPORATED IN THE MINUTES AND MADE AVAILABLE ON THE DISTRICT WEBSITE.  THE 

FOLLOWING MINUTES ADDRESS SOME OF THE COMMENTARY THE DISTRICT BOARD AND AUDIENCE 

MEMBERS PROVIDED DURING THE COURSE OF THE PRESENTATION. 
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Chair Bello-Kunkel said that immediately prior to the April 4th meeting the consultant submitted changes to the 

proposed projects which are now included in the updated, May 2nd presentation.  The Environmental Science 

Associates (ESA) consultant broke out some of the elements of the projects as “Base” and “Optional” and he 

downsized the size of some culverts.  Overall the total cost did go up to $4.2 million. 

After a brief overview of the discussion regarding projects 1 and 2 at the April 4th meeting, Chair Bello-Kunkel 

proceeded with a review of projects 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7.  She stated the quoted costs will need further validation.   

Discussion:  Director Somerhalder pointed out with regard to Project no. 3 there is a County right-of-way and 

documentation indicates that right-of-way cannot be given to KTCSD because it would first have to be offered to 

the railroad who is the adjacent property owner.  Chair Bello-Kunkel asked if this would mean the District would 

need to purchase an easement from the County.  Barbara D. asked if the District obtains an easement for 

properties does that transfer maintenance responsibilities from the County to the District.  Barbara D. asked 

whether just the existence of the District relieves the County of its obligations to maintain existing drainage 

ditches and structures.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said this is an example of something we need an attorney to help us 

understand.  

Liz R. said we need an overlay of what the County is responsible for and what the projects impact.  Chair 

Bello-Kunkel said that there is a document on the website that details Contra Costa County drainage 

responsibilities.  Driveway culverts are the responsibility of the home owner.   

Discussion took place regarding where the water from Project 4 goes after it goes under the railroad tracks via an 

existing culvert.  Stephanie P. said the culvert under the railroad track is not made of wood as stated by the 

consultant.  Since the culvert is adjacent to Stephanie’s property, Chair Bello-Kunkel asked Stephanie P. to take 

a picture of the culvert.   

Regarding Project no. 5, Stephanie P. said we don’t know whether we will be charged by East Bay Regional 

Parks to have our water directed on to their property.  Liz R. asked what motivated EBRPD to accept the 

drainage water on their property.  She said she doesn’t recall anyone complaining.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said she 

does not know what their motivation is, but she said Mitch Avalon has stated that flood control doesn’t get grant 

funding, bio-filters get grant funding.  Liz R. said as far as she knows, no one in that area has complained about 

flooding.  Her question is, who is asking for this?   

Stephanie P. pointed out that besides paying for project elements on EBRPD land as part of the proposed 

projects, community members already pay taxes separately for EBRPD.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said that another 

concern regarding Project no. 5 is that a prior feasibility study said the project could raise the water table in the 

area.  Barbara D. asked why the District’s consultant is the same as the park’s consultant.  Chair Bello-Kunkel 

said Mark Lindley did a study in 2002 that the County and KTAC paid for.  She said her understanding is that the 

prior District board considered two different consultants and selected ESA because of the experience Mr. Lindley 

had in Knightsen. 

Regarding Project no. 6, Stephanie P. said she lives off that road and doesn’t understand why the community 

would want to pay for drainage on a private road.  Stephanie P. said that two decades ago there was a flood 

issue, but the cause of that wasn’t just rain.  The issues that caused that flooding have been resolved.  She said 

there is no flooding issue on Ironhorse Road now.  Stephanie P. said she has lived there for 21 years.  

Stephanie P. also questioned the cost of the proposed ditch on Ironhorse Road.  She said they have an 

excavation company and $56,000 is too high. 

Director Caldwell questioned whether EBRPD is looking for a source of water for the wetlands. 
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Stephanie P. said that if everyone would clean their existing ditches there wouldn’t be a problem.  She said it 

sounds like we are creating a solution to a non-problem.  Director Somerhalder said the District has no authority 

to tell people to clean their ditches and culverts.  Liz R. said that once the bioswales are created, does that turn 

us in to a wetlands.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said we need to see the proposals that are being developed for the 

wetlands property as well.  We need to know what we may be obligated to pay for as part of the wetlands 

projects. 

Stephanie P. referenced the homes being built in the Bethel Island area and the roadway improvements proposed 

in Knightsen to account for that development.  Barbara D. asked why the roads are being widened.  Chair 

Bello-Kunkel said this is because of development happening in Bethel Island they want a route to get people off 

Bethel Island.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said her opinion is that Knightsen should receive mitigation for this impact on 

the community.  Barbara D. said that even if it is in the County General Plan the Delta Protection Commission will 

not allow development.  She said the Delta Protection Commission has authority over the County so the County 

will need to revise their plan. 

Liz R. said that speaking as a biologist, bioswales will not remove roadway pollutants from the water.  Bioswales 

address waste from organisms.  As a result she wonders why the bioswales are part of these projects.  She also 

expressed concern about the projects raising water tables.  Chair Bello-Kunkel said we need information on this.  

If it is believed that bioswales will clean the water they need to explain how.  Liz R. said they need to give us 

examples of functioning bioswales that clean roadway contaminants.  

Director Somerhalder expressed concern that at a later date EBRPD may tell the District that the water must be 

cleaned before it enters the wetlands. 

11.  FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

A. Discussion of draft final report from ESA.  (Will be made available on the District website when received).  

B. Presentation(s) by ESA, County Public Works (PWD), East Bay Parks (EBRPD) and/or Habitat Conservancy 

regarding proposed projects and project updates. 

C. Public Hearing regarding proposed projects following presentation(s) by ESA, PWD, EBRPD and/or Habitat 

Conservancy.  

D. Questions regarding Curlew Connex basin.  

E. Obtaining documentation from the Parks District about moving water from the District to the parks/wetlands. 

F. Determination whether having a special district protects Knightsen’s boundaries from encroachment by 

Oakley and Brentwood. 

G. Revision and update of District By-Laws. 

 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

A. The next regularly scheduled board meeting is Thursday, June 6, 2019, at 7:00pm. 

It was moved by Director Caldwell, seconded by Director Matteri, to adjourn the May 2, 2019 meeting.  

Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, Matteri and Somerhalder, Chair 

Bello-Kunkel.  Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:26pm. 

 


