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KNIGHTSEN TOWN COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 
Board Meeting Minutes 

Nov 1, 2018 
 

 
Chairperson Simas called the meeting of the Knightsen Town Community Services District Board of Directors to 
order at 7:30 P.M.; held at Knightsen Garden Club Community Center, 3067 Knightsen Avenue, Knightsen, 
California. 
  
MEMBERS PRESENT: Simas, Williams and Caldwell 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  None. (two open positions) 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Mark Whitlock - Manager 
     
1.PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Chairperson Simas led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Public comment:  (Trish Bello-Kunkel) Asked about Public Comment Speaker Cards as noted in agenda. 
(Chairperson Simas)  We had learned that speaker cards were not required. It will be removed from the agenda.  
  
Action Taken: Chairperson Simas called for a motion to approve agenda as amended.  Motion to approve: 
Williams; Second: Caldwell 
Motion approved:  Ayes: Simas, Williams, Caldwell; Nayes: (none); Abstain: (none);  Absent: (two seats vacant) 
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

A. 23 members of the public in attendance 

 (Al Bello) Congratulated Al & Greg for “sticking with it”. Asked why a check was made payable to 
Mark Whitlock and a second check made to All Cities?  

o Response by Director Williams: It was two months and two different invoices and he made 
the check per the invoice. 

 (Al Bello)  Why are we paying Oakley for Mark’s office space and what is he managing? 
o Response by Chairperson Simas: That will be brought up during Budget items discussion. 

 (Al Bello) We need to check with the IRS to make sure you’re paying Mark correctly. 

 (Trish Bello-Kunkel) Elaborated on tax laws.  Contract services use IRS form 1099.  You should 
check with the CPA to make sure it is being done correctly. 

 (Chester Holm) What happened to KTAC?  Why can KTCSD only address flooding?  With KTAC we 
had reports from several different agencies and there are other things that need to be addressed 
besides flooding. 

 (Cecilia Tamayo) When you pay Mark is it paid under his name or his company’s name? 

 (Gail Martin) Is KTAC coming back? 
 

B. Responses to Public Comments 
1. Manager: Mark Whitlock:  

a. The first $1,000 check was made out to me because I did not clarify how it should be made 
out.  The second check of $1,500 which included an extra $500 for initial setup was made out 
to my business.  I spoke with the Auditor/CPA and she thought there was no issue. 

b. The office rent of $150 is paid to the Oakley Chamber of Commerce, not the city of Oakley. 
2. Chairperson Simas: Why are we paying for an office in Oakley?  Because we could not find one in 

Knightsen.  We were declined by the fire department and the Knightsen Garden Club.    
3. Chairperson Al Simas: Management duties were overwhelming so a decision was made to hire a 

manager.  The project feasibility studies had been completed and we needed to get started. 
4. Chairperson Simas: Manager Whitlock will get a 1099.  This was discussed with the CPA two years 

ago in anticipation of hiring a manager. 
5. Chairperson Simas: KTAC has not been abandoned.  Supervisors were lobbied for a split because 

someone did not want to be on both boards. 
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4. CONSENT ITEMS  

A. Approval of 9/6/18 Minutes 
Motion to approve: Williams; Second: Caldwell 
Motion approved:  Ayes: Simas, Williams, Caldwell;  Nayes: (none); Abstain: (none);  Absent: (two seats 
vacant) 

B. Approval of 10/4/18 Minutes: 
1. Manager Whitlock:  Page 3 Board comment rough estimate per culvert shown as $50 and should 

be changed to $50,000. 
2. Chairperson Simas: Correction to response on page 3 public comments should read “Habitat 

Conservancy, Public Works and ESA” 
3. Item 5 Public comment speaker changed from “unknown” to “John Fiske”  
4. Motion to approve minutes with the 3 changes mentioned: Williams; Second: Caldwell. Motion 

approved:  Ayes: Simas, Williams, Caldwell;  Nayes: (none); Abstain: (none);  Absent: (two seats 
vacant) 

 
5. TREASURERS REPORT 
Director Williams reported: 

A. Two bills: One for $1,000 to Manager Whitlock/All Cities and $500 to Francisco & Associates for the fiscal 
2018 special tax roll (yearly occurrence) 

B. Balance – $246,156.08 as of 11/1/18. 
 
6. CORRESPONDENCE 

A. Chairperson Simas: Letter received from our attorney (contract lawyer) requesting that $500 be deposited 
in a retainer fund.  Looking at our relation with Habitat Conservancy or the Parks district. 

 
Comments/Responses: 

 (Gil Somerhalder): Do we have any contracts? Chairperson Simas response:  No 

 (Sandra Maxfield): So, you don’t have an MOU with the wetlands? Chairperson Simas response: They 
will be doing it.  This (Contract) attorney will go over MOUs. 

 (Paul Kunkel): Do you have any idea when that might be? Chairperson Simas response: No, it’s stalled. 

 (Trish Bello-Kunkel): Is our attorney the same as Habitat Conservancy’s attorney? Who selected ESA? 
Chairperson Simas response: Attorney should notify us if there is a conflict of interest.  KTCSD selected 
ESA to do the studies & when the Habitat got bids for their project, ESA knew what was going on so that 
is why their bid was accepted. 
 

7. DISTRICT MANAGER’S REPORT 
A. Nothing actionable.  We need an Engineer’s report (ESA) before anything can go out to bid for the culvert 

projects.  It will be 30-60 days before that can happen and the contractors have not been calling him back 
because the projects are small.  Working with the attorney to get documents scanned and sent to the 
attorney.  Culverts are located at the church (Delta & Curlew Connex) and the railroad tracks.   

B. Working to complete the public information request.  One request is pending and should be ready to go 
out tomorrow. 

 
Comments/Responses: 

 (Director Caldwell):  Do we have documentation showing that we have a right to drain into the church 
basin? (Chairperson Simas response): Mark has in his possession, a document where the church had to 
do a study of a certain drainage area to size that basin for and I have submitted that to public works twice.  
As I read it and as they read it, Yes we do”                             

 (Director Caldwell)  Is there something that I can pass on to let them [the church] know that we can [use 
the basin for area drainage]? 

 (Greg Williams) It should be on the building permit 

 (Chairperson Simas).  Have Mark get that for you.  If you can’t find it, ask me to come to the office. 

 (Gail Martin)  What is the location of the project by the (train) tracks? 

 (Director Williams)  It is on the West side of the tracts.  Contra Costa owns half of the mound and the 
railroad owns the other half. 
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8. CHAIRPERSON REPORT 
A. Mark has reviewed the report from ESA on the projects.  Chairperson Simas indicated he was involved 

with all studies. Simas will take Mark into the field to give him all the knowledge. 
 
Comments/Responses: 

 (Sandra Maxfield)  I am trying to understand what happened after the 2002 feasibility study.  Why 
was ESA awarded a contract for $49,000 in 2016?  What was done?  Almost all money spent, but 
have not seen a report. 

 (Chairperson Simas)  They updated the 2002 study.  The 645 acre parcel (Habitat Conservancy) was 
not in play in 2002 and the parcel along the railroad tracks was also not in play. 

 (Several) Can we see the report? 

 (Director Caldwell) Asked Al to look at report on the web page to see if it is the report. 

 (Trish Bello-Kunkel) Let us see what we paid for. 

 (Chairperson Simas) Copies at the Farm Bureau meeting. 

 (Trish Bello-Kunkel) That was a five page document. 

 (Chairperson Simas) Well, I believe that is what we paid for and it was more than five pages. 
  
9. ACTION/DISCUSSCUSION ITEMS  

A. Discussion and possible action regarding 2018/2019 Budget. 
 (Manager Whitlock) Recommended chairperson make it very clear that the budget can be amended at 
any time down the road. 
 
Comments/Responses/Action Taken: 

 (Trish Bello-Kunkel) We never got a good justification for having a manager. Why are we renting an 
office?  Contractors usually work out of their home. Why is a cell phone necessary?  Why not use a 
personal phone? $2,400 for a manager’s computer?  A contractor should have their own equipment.  
I don’t want to spend our taxpayer dollars on a computer.  Wait and see what the new board has in 
the way of ability and technology. 

 (Laurie Limrite) Where is the income side of the budget? 

 (Several) $54,500. 

 (Chairperson Simas)  It’s a legal budget as long as it doesn’t exceed the income. 

 (Trish Bello-Kunkel) That’s actually not correct.  Everything has to stay in the categories you have.  

 (Chairperson Simas) Closed public comment. 

 (Director Caldwell) Are there any new expenses or obligations that we are considering? 

 (Chairperson Simas) No. 

 (Director Caldwell) So the new board will get to see any new expenses?  

 (Chairperson Simas) Don’t know what expenses new board will have. 

 (Director Caldwell) Proposed to not buy computer yet.  Don’t pay for anything new not in budget.  Let 
newly elected board decide on the computer. 

 (Chairperson Simas) Problem because manager cannot operate out of his home. 

 (Manager Whitlock) Office has not been funded yet.  The Chamber has not received any funds. 
 

Action Taken: (Director Caldwell) Motion to approve the 2018-2019 budget with computer equipment and 
cell phone removed: Second: Williams. Motion approved:  Ayes: Simas, Williams, Caldwell;  Nayes: 
(none); Abstain: (none);  Absent: (two seats vacant) 

 

 (Chairperson Simas)  No bids at this time.  Bid for projects to be moved to next month’s agenda 

 (Sandra Maxfield) What is the purpose of the projects?  Are they designed for 5, 10, 25 year levels? 
There is miscommunication in terms of understanding what is happening. If retention basin is 
designed for every 5 year flood, it will not help in a major event. No discussion of water quality: Water 
flows through pesticides, animal feces, etc. The retention basin could be filled with contaminated 
water. 

 (Pat Somerhalder)  Someone in the county must know these answers [to Sandra’s questions].  We 
need to bring them in to speak next month. 

 (Barbara DeFremery)  I am worried about getting into projects and not being able to pay for them. 

 (Chairperson Simas)  More information will be conveyed when we have it. 
 
B. Discussion and possible action regarding bid for projects. 

 (Chairperson Simas) No bids at this time, move to next month’s agenda. 
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10. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  

Bid for projects. 
Web hosting.  Director Caldwell to look into Streamline. 
 

11. ADJOURNMENT 
Chairperson Simas called for motion to adjourn at 8:55 PM to the next meeting to be held on Thursday, 
December 6, 2018, 7:30pm. 
 M/Williams 
 S/Caldwell 
 
Board of Directors Adjourn Meeting.  VOTE: 3-0; Ayes: Simas, Williams & Caldwell; Nayes: None; Abstained: 
None; Absent: (2 seats vacant). 
 
Submitted by, 
Curt Caldwell 
KTCSD Member 




