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Knightsen CSD <knightsencsd@gmail.com>

Re: KTCSD Board Meeting - May 7th 7pm

Wed, May 6, 2020 at 11:55 AM

Good Morning John,

Thank you for your email.  I would like to address some of the things you say in your email, but first of all I want to personally thank you for everything you
have done over the years for the community of Knightsen.  Besides many other things, thanks to you Knightsen has the beautiful horse and plow logo that
we all see on the sign downtown and on public road signs in Knightsen.  That logo sums up the rural nature of Knightsen that we all love and that we ALL
want to preserve as our identity.

In your email you state, “The current board wants to give up Knightsen, Ca.”  That simply is not true.  I understand that you believe that the Knightsen
Town Community Services District has the ability to prevent the neighboring cities of Oakley and Brentwood from annexing portions of Knightsen.  That
simply is not true.

At a recent board meeting Director Gilbert Somerhalder presented information about special districts to help educate us about what a special district is, its
authority, and its limitations.  The information Gilbert referenced came from the California Special Districts Association.  One of the most significant
things that Gilbert referenced is the fact that special districts are limited-purpose local governments that have no land use authority.  Cities and counties
have land use authority, special districts do not.  KTCSD has no ability to effectively prevent neighboring cities seeking to annex and to develop properties
within the boundaries of Knightsen.  

This false understanding that the CSD can prevent Oakley and Brentwood from taking over Knightsen has been prevalent in this community for a long
time.  It goes all the way back to even before KTCSD existed.  In fact, in 2004, when LAFCO was considering the proposal to establish the CSD, Annamaria
Perrella (who was LAFCO CEO at the time) addressed the issue in her review of the petition to form the CSD.  She remarked that the proponents of the
district had expanded the rationale for creating the district to include controlling rampant growth and to protect Knightsen from other governmental
entities.  She said then what we know to be true now which is a special district has no land use authority.

We know that in 2005 many people voted in favor of Measure Z to create KTCSD because they believed that the CSD would protect Knightsen’s
boundaries.  They were told this by proponents of Measure Z and it was even stated in campaign literature at the time.  However, if you read the full text of
Measure Z (which is a four page document), there is NO reference to the district protecting Knightsen’s boundaries.  That was because the district does not
have that power so it could not be stated in that official document.

It was so important to the current KTCSD board that we ascertain with absolute certainty whether the district can protect our boundaries and prevent
Oakley and Brentwood from annexing that we asked our attorney the question.  Our attorney confirmed what we already knew…a special district has no
land use authority and cannot prevent neighboring cities from annexing portions of Knightsen.

I believe that proof that we have no power to protect Knightsen lies in the fact that the County has plans to expand our roadways and increase traffic
directly through Knightsen for the purpose of benefiting the residents of Bethel Island and the ever expanding city of Oakley.   KTCSD has no role in that. 
We aren’t being consulted and the district will have no ability to stop that.

You also state in your email, “…that’s why you ousted the previous board anyway.”  The previous board was not ousted. Four people who were board
members in 2018 resigned in 2018:  Board Chair Steve Ohmstede in April 2018; Lori Abreu in July 2018; Kim Carone in September 2018; and Greg
Williams in December 2018.  Al Simas ran for reelection and lost.  Al, Linda Matteri, Gilbert Somerhalder and myself ran for three vacant positions.  Al
came in a very distant fourth in that election.

People began attending KTCSD meetings in large numbers after the prior board quadrupled the special parcel tax.  Knightsen residents who attended the
board meetings in 2017 and 2018 increasingly expressed their frustration because they were not getting answers to their questions such as, what are these
projects, how much will these projects cost, etc.  The prior board was unresponsive to our questions and concerns and in fact, largely ignored our questions
and concerns.

When I ran for the board in 2018, in my campaign statement I said, “My desire is to bring transparency, accountability, and accuracy to KTCSD.”  After the
election when the new board took office and held its first meeting in January 2019, we made a commitment to Knightsen residents that we would be fully
transparent, engage the community in our decisions, and if there were questions that we couldn’t answer, we would obtain the answers and report back. 
To support this notion of transparency, a new website was launched at the end of January.

I know you have not attended most of our meetings (I believe you’ve only attended one meeting), however if you’ve read the extensive minutes that have
been prepared for all of our meetings, I believe you will see that we have lived up to our commitments of transparency, accountability and the involvement
of community members in our decision making.

Besides looking in to the issue of whether having the district protects Knightsen’s boundaries, we have taken a hard look at Knightsen’s drainage issues and
the projects that the prior board hired a consultant (ESA) to begin planning (at a cost of over $50,000).  We immediately pressed the consultant to finalize
their report, which was already 1 ½ years overdue when we took office in January 2019, yet the prior board had already paid over 90% of the bill for the
way overdue report.  Once we began receiving portions of the report we began a very extensive, comprehensive and public review of the report.  The
community had a lot of valuable input which contributed to the response to the report.  We identified a multitude of problems with the report.  In a
nutshell, the consultant’s report was filled with errors, omissions, and false narratives.

Ultimately, the board with important input from the community determined that the majority of Knightsen residents do not have significant drainage or
flood problems and will not benefit from the implementation of enhanced drainage and flood control projects.  We also determined that KTCSD does not
have a sufficient number of residents and a large enough tax base to implement, operate, administer and maintain enhanced drainage and flood control
projects. 

If the current special parcel tax was raised to its maximum authorized level in accordance with Measure Z, we would only generate approximately
$155,000 a year.  That would not be nearly enough to implement projects (even if we obtained matching grant funds), maintain projects, and hire a
qualified general manager and other staff needed.

Ultimately the Board voted to proceed to dissolve the district and that is why the Resolution to apply for dissolution is on tomorrow night’s agenda.

I too wish that KTCSD had land use authority and the ability to stop encroachment by Oakley and Brentwood and I wish we could have some say in
stopping or at least limiting the increased traffic that the County is placing on our roadways.  If the CSD had that power, it would certainly be a major
factor with regard to forming my opinion whether we need the district or not. 

Based upon my observations and experience, I firmly believe the most effective way for us to have input on things like future annexations is through
individual and combined effort.  You probably know this better than anyone else because you have been very effective working directly with the County on
issues such as illegal dumping.

John, bottom line is I believe there is no reason to keep a district and continue to needlessly tax residents for a district that will offer no benefit to the large
majority of residents, that we cannot afford without a very considerable tax increase (that I believe would not have community support) and that cannot
accomplish what most people voted for the district to do…protecting our boundaries.
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Sincerely,

Trish Bello-Kunkel, Chairperson

Knightsen Town Community Services District (KTCSD)

On Mon, May 4, 2020 at 5:04 PM John wrote:

To:

Knightsen CSD Board Members,

It appears the current board wants to give up Knightsen, Ca. For the record I strongly oppose dissolving the Knightsen Town CSD, but then again that’s 
why you guys ousted the previous board anyway. I think it’s a big mistake. I hope that LAFCO maintains this choice to a vote of what the citizens of 
Knightsen want and not a chosen few. Only then can I be at peace with the direction you are taking.

Disappointed,

John A. Gonzales

Knightsen, Ca  94548

From: Knightsen CSD [mailto:knightsencsd@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, May 04, 2020 4:17 PM
To: Knightsen CSD
Subject: KTCSD Board Meeting - May 7th 7pm

Hello Everyone,

The Knightsen Town Community Services District’s next meeting is this Thursday, May 7th at 7pm.

In accordance with the Governor’s Executive Order N-33-20, and for the period in which the Order remains in effect, the Knightsen Town Community Services District (KTCSD) will hold meetings via teleconference.  To accommodate the public during this period of time, 
KTCSD has arranged for members of the public to observe and address the meeting by phone.  Please visit the district’s website: https://knightsentowncsd.specialdistrict.org/ to download the agenda and meeting packet.  The agenda includes instructions for 
accessing the teleconference meeting.

Regards,

Trish Bello-Kunkel

KTCSD Chairperson
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