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 KNIGHTSEN TOWN COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT (KTCSD) 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

 

Thursday, September 17, 2020  

     

In accordance with the Governor’s Executive Order, the Knightsen Town Community Services District 

(KTCSD) held the meeting via teleconference.  To accommodate the public, KTCSD arranged for members 

of the public to observe and address the meeting telephonically.  

The meeting was called to order at 7:09pm. 

Members Present: Chair Bello-Kunkel, Vice-Chair Somerhalder, Treasurer Matteri, Director Caldwell and 

Director deFremery. 

Members Absent: None. 

Audience Members: 28  

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Chair Bello-Kunkel explained procedures 

and called the roll.  Director Matteri led the pledge of allegiance. 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

It was moved by Director Somerhalder and seconded by Director Caldwell to approve the agenda for 

the September 17, 2020, Special Meeting. 

Roll call vote was taken: Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, deFremery, 

Matteri and Somerhalder, Chair Bello-Kunkel; Noes – None; Absent – None; Abstain – None.  

3. PUBLIC COMMENT (3 MINUTES PER SPEAKER) – None. 

4. ITEM FOR ACTION AND/OR DISCUSSION 

A. Revocation/Withdrawal of the Knightsen Town Community Services District’s application (Resolution 

2020-2) requesting the Contra Costa County Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) take 

proceedings to dissolve KTCSD.  

Chair Bello-Kunkel provided background information.  During the town hall meeting on September 1, 2020, 

County Public Works presented their plan to be the successor agency to KTCSD.  Their plan went beyond 

winding up the affairs of the district.  Their plan is to take the district’s funds and the tax authorization and 

resurrect the ESA report, enter into an agreement with East Bay Regional Parks to pump water and 

complete drainage projects, possibly the same projects KTCSD and the community have rejected as 

unnecessary and unaffordable. 

Chair Bello-Kunkel said that when the decision to dissolve was made we did not know that County Public 

Works would attempt to take control of the district’s funds and taxing authority.  KTCSD’s application to 

dissolve was clear that both the district and the tax would be abolished.  Local control is, has been and 

always will be a paramount concern for this community.  Therefore, perhaps we should now reconsider our 

decision to dissolve and consider how we can move forward, meeting community needs with the very limited 

financial resources Measure Z authority provides us. 
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Discussion:   Sandy M. said she feels very strongly that KTCSD should not disband.  What she heard at 

the Public Works meeting concerned her.  Their action items would be contrary to the best interests of 

KTCSD and the community. 

Anne Marie R. said she agrees with Sandy M.  She has talked to many people in Knightsen.  People have 

brought the topic of KTCSD dissolution up to her and there are a lot of negative feelings about KTCSD 

dissolving.  People feel that KTCSD is the only group of elected officials who actually listen.  Anne Marie R. 

said she circulated two petitions.  KTCSD was responsive and took action while KTAC also received the 

petition and was not responsive.  She hasn’t talked to anyone who wants KTCSD to disband.  No one is in 

favor of the proposed wetlands project.  KTCSD is the board people voted for and has a better 

understanding of what their responsibilities are and KTCSD is more responsive. 

Cecilia C. said KTCSD is the only board that listens to the community.  KTCSD should stay together and not 

let the County take over. 

Gail M. said she is seeing what is going on around the community in Oakley and Brentwood and wants to 

keep Knightsen safe.  She said she doesn’t want KTCSD to dissolve.  KTCSD is the only one who listens 

and have the power to follow through.  No one on her block wants to see the wetlands go forward and see 

traffic increase. 

Al B. said he was in favor of dissolving the tax, but with the County taking over it would be a bad move to do 

away with the district now.  The County can’t handle responsibilities they have already.  

Chester H. wants to keep KTCSD.  He said he is in the minority and favors the proposed wetlands project.  

He has seen wetlands in Southern California that improved the community.  He said he doesn’t know every 

facet of this proposed wetlands.  He doesn’t want KTCSD disbanded because we would lose our only 

elected board to represent our views. 

Bren B. said she agrees with other speakers that we need to keep KTCSD.  We need maximum protection 

between us and the County.  Very few people seem to want the wetlands project.  It would cost a lot of 

money and bring changes and risks to homeowners in the area.  She would like to see Knightsen be one of 

the few communities that can stand up to city hall and win.  As a community we should be able to determine 

the direction we want to go and the KTCSD will help us do that. 

John G. recommends that KTCSD not dissolve.  He said he was one of the founders of KTCSD and 

believes there is potential for the district to guide the community in to the future.  He said instead of 

opposing the wetlands project we should look at ways to partner with the wetlands and bring that project to 

our advantage rather than our disadvantage.   

Robin P. said the KTCSD should stay together.  KTCSD was voted in and is needed.  KTCSD is the line of 

communication between the community and the County.  If KTCSD dissolves we lose that connection.  

People don’t have time to go to meetings during the day.  We need people who can go to these meetings, 

get the facts and bring them back to the community.  We need local input.  Without the board it will be hard 

to have input.  

Karen R. agrees with the voices to not dissolve KTCSD.  It is a good format for community voices to be 

heard.  There are many people in the community who are experts in their fields that pertain to the issues of 

KTCSD.  It is a common sense place to discuss issues such as the storm water resources plan and the ESA 

report.  KTCSD is needed to fully resolve or refute any plans that are detrimental to the community. 
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Bonnie P. agrees with Al B. that it was a good idea to dissolve in the beginning due to the project price being 

astronomical and probably double that and not feasible at all.  She agrees with Robin P. that we need local 

input and communication.  We need local control.  There is no point in allowing Public Works to handle any 

drainage project.  They don’t look at the ditches they have and they should take more interest in the ditches 

that are already there.  Based upon their history, we shouldn’t hand anything over to Public Works.  KTCSD 

is the community’s voice.  She asked that KTCSD not dissolve. 

Bren B. thanked the KTCSD board for the work they have done and if the district does not dissolve, she 

thanked the board for the continued work they will do. 

Karen R. said that another reason to not dissolve is to retain control of the funds that have been accumulated 

thus far. 

Director Caldwell said he was in favor of dissolution when that decision was made.  The community 

supported dissolution and did not want to tackle the projects.  Since then he has learned more.  More 

people have spoken up.  Lori A. and Kim C. made arguments about keeping the district.  Director Caldwell 

said he met John G. who is a wealth of information and has good ideas about what the district can do and 

how to bring in funding.  He said his mind has flipped on dissolution.  He wants to rescind the request to 

dissolve. 

Director deFremery said the district should withdraw the proposal to dissolve because of what the community 

desires, but also because the County wants to re-invoke a report that the district proved was null and void 

and based upon non-factual information.  It is extremely concerning to her that all the work we did would be 

ignored.  The community realizes we don’t have a drainage problem.  If we move forward with dissolution 

we will be putting the community in a world of hurt.   

Director Somerhalder said he was for dissolution for a lot of reasons.  He didn’t realize the County would 

attempt a takeover of our money and our taxes.  The County can’t run anything efficiently.  He supports 

rescinding the application to dissolve. 

Director Matteri has listened to what community members said and she shares the concerns of the other 

board members.  She is concerned about dissolving and allowing the County to take over.  We didn’t have 

clear information when we made the decision to dissolve.  Now that we do know, she is in favor of not 

dissolving.  We should move forward and do what we can for the beautiful community of Knightsen. 

It was moved by Director Caldwell and seconded by Director Somerhalder to revoke and withdraw 

the Knightsen Town Community Services District’s application to dissolve the District.  

Roll call vote was taken: Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, deFremery, 

Matteri and Somerhalder, Chair Bello-Kunkel; Noes – None; Absent – None; Abstain – None.  

 

5. ADJOURNMENT   

It was moved by Director Matteri and seconded by Director deFremery to adjourn the September 17, 

2020 Special Meeting. 

Roll call vote was taken: Motion carried by the following vote – Ayes: Directors Caldwell, deFremery, 

Matteri and Somerhalder, Chair Bello-Kunkel; Noes – None; Absent – None; Abstain – None.  

The meeting adjourned at 7:48pm. 


